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LNTER=ARAB AFFAIRS 


LONDON PLO AIDE CONDEMNS, DENIES LNVOLVEMENT IN ANTI-JEWISH VIOLENCE 
LD1L50801 London ASH=SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 14 Oct 80 p 2 


[ASH=SHARQ AL-AWSAT report: "PLO Denies Link With Attacks on Jews in Europe, 
Denounces Exploitation of Attacks") 


[Text] London--The PLO office in London has denounced the recent acts of 

violence against the Jewish communities in Europe and totally rejected the 
israeli foreign minister's 8 October statement to the effect that the PLO 

is involved in backing fascist organizations in Europe. 


PLO representative in London Nabil Ar-Ramlawi said: "We regret that the 
Zionist leaders are now trying to intimidate the governments of the EEC 
through the cheap exploitation of acts of violence being committed against 
the Jewish communities in Europe." 


Ar-Ramlawi added: "Zionism--the political dogma of the state of Israel-- 

is tte direct result of hostility toward the Jews and their persecution in 
Europe in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Any reemergence of organ- 
izations hostile to the Jews in Europe would only strengthen the Zionist 
movement and encourage Jewish emigration from Europe to Palestine, which in 
turn would strengthen the movement that imposed dispersion and banishment 

on millions cf Palestinians, both Muslims and Christians, from their home 

in Palestine.” 


Ar-Ramlawi said: "The Palestinians, therefore, share the concern of Jews 
in Europe for the need for the relevant authorities to take drastic action 
against those who use or incite violence against the Jewish communities." 


The PLO representative said in his statement: "Any solution to the Pales- 
tinian problem that the EEC is now trying to reach rests not only on respect 
for the Palestinian people's legitimate right to return to their home and 
establish an independent Palestinian state, since the basis of any solution 
requires that Jewish communities wherever they may be must be able to live 
free from discrimination and violence against them." 


Concluding his statement, Ar-Ramlawi denied that the PLO had anything to do 
with anti-Semitic organizations whether in Europe or anywhere else. 


cSO: 4802 1 














INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PALESTINIAN REPRESENTATIVE IN AMMAN LAUDS JORDAN, OONDEMNS ISRAEL 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 19 Sep 80 p 17 


[Interview with Najib al-Ahmad by AL-QABAS, in Amman; date not given] 


/Text/ Mr Najib al-Ahmad, director of Mr Yasir ‘Arafat's office n the Jordanian 
capital, said that Zionist designs are not just restricted to Palestine but go be- 
yond it, to what is called the land of Israel, from the Euphrates to the Nile-- 

as was openly resolved at the first Zionist conference held in Switzerland in 1897. 
He said that the occupation, incorporation and judaization that are taking place 
now are only the exact implementation of what was resolved at that conference. 


Mr al-Ahmad asserted, in a conversation with AL-QABAS, that Israel is now Launching 
an aggressive attack which is aimed at eliminating the Palestinian revolution and 
paralyzing the movement of Syria and Jordan in order to subject and force them to 
proceed along the capitulationist Camp David road. In this, it is relying on unlim- 
ited American support and the connivance of the Egyptian regime. 





The director of Abu ‘Ammar's office in Amman stated that Jordanian-Palestinian relia 
tions are fraternal and excellent and that the two parties are standing together in 
the face of the Zionist attack and the Zionist schemes against our people in the 
occupied nation. 


Mr Najib Ahmad, who was born in the village of Rumanah in the District of Janin, 
participated in successive Palestinian revolutions in 1936, 1938 and 1939. The 
British imprisoned him for a year during their mandate. He participated in the 
1948 war as a commander of combatants in cooperation with the Palestinian Holy War 
Forces, the Arab Salvation Army and the Iraqi Army, which gave him the rank of hon- 
orary officer. 


He worked with the International Red Cross as an overseer for refugee affairs in 
1949-50 and was elected member of the Jordanian Parliament as a delegate from the 
Janin area for four successive terms, from 1951 to 1963. He was a founder of the 
National Socialist Party and a member of its Central Committee. He was chosen a 
member to the first Palestine National Congress in 1964 and took part with the 
Jordanian Arab Army in the 1967 war as a commander of the popular forces in Janin. 
He resisted the occupation, was arrested by Israeli enemy authorities and was sen- 
tenced to 2 years’ imprisonment, of which he served 13 months. The occupation 
authorities then banished him with his family to Jordan in early September 1969. 








Atter that ne worked with tye Palestine Liberation Organization as a commander o! 
the Western Sector ‘n 1970 and was given the rank of honorary officer in the honor 
ary officer in the Palestine Liberation Army until 1973. After the October War he 
was appotnted representative to che Political Department of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization ip Jordan urtil 1975, then worked in the Political Department in 
Damascus, and recently as member of the Palestine National Congress, which he still 
is. Finally, he was appointed director of the office of Mr Yasir ‘Arafat, chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 





Herewith is the text of the meeting between Mr Najib Ahmad and AL-QABAS: 
Activities and Powers of Abu ‘Ammar's Office 
/Question/ What are the activities and powers of Mr ‘Arafat's office in Amman’? 


/Anewer/ The activities of the office of the Liberation Organization Executive Com- 
mittee chairman are defined by che chairman himself. They are not specific but are 

diverse. Abu ‘Ammar's office has been assigned to follow up on matters of support- 

ing our brothers’ perseverance in occupied Palestine in implementation of the recon- 
mendacions issued by che Islamic Conference Organization in Jiddah and numerous oth 

er matters related to our people living in occupied Palestine. 


The Decree Incorporating and Uniting Jerusalem 


/Question/ How do you view tre latest Israeli decree unifying Jerusalem and consid- 
ering it an eternal capital of the Jewish state’ 


/Answer/ The Zionists’ designs on Jerusalem and all Palestinian territories, and 
all Arab territories from the Nile to the Euphrates are not far from our » «8 and 
our eyes. They were declared in accordance with the resolutions of the first Zion- 
ist conference held in Switzerland in 1897. May I remind one of the Zionists’ at- 
tempt in 1929 to take over the noble Alborak, also known as the Wailing Wall, and 
the bloody revolution that caused in Palestine. 


After the Zionists’ occupation of the city of Jerusalem and all Palestine in 1967, 
the enemy government, on 27 June 1967 specifically, issued a law titled "Amended 
Judiciary and Administration Law for the Year 1967,"" by virtue of which the Arab 
sector of lterusalem which was occupied in 1967 was incorporated into Israel. It 
then issued a decree according to this law by virtue of which it incorporated the 
Arab areas surrounding Jerusalem into the state of Israel. These areas comprised 
the areas of the villages of Bayt Safafa, Sur Bahir, Salwan, al-Tur, ‘Anata, al- 
"Isawiyah, al “am, Sha'fat, up to Bayt Hanina. These areas were included in the 
boundaries of the municipality of Jerusalem, so that the united holy city of 
Jerusalem became the canital of the Jewish state. Residing in these Arab areas, 
which were affixed to Jerusalem, which had been occuried since 1948, are 100,000 
Arabs. 


On 29 June 1969, che enemy government issued a decree calling for the dissolution 
of the board of trustees of Arab Jerusalem and took over all its records, combining 
them with the records of the unified municipality of Jerusalem. It then banished 
the mayor, Mr Ruhi al-Knatib, to Jordan. 








On 28 October 1969 elections were held for che unified municipality of Jerusalem, 
including the Jewish and Arab inhabitence. One should bear in mind that the Arab 
residents boycotted ic. 


Abrogation of Jordanian Laws 


The occupation authorities abrogated ali the Jor alan Lawes which had been in ef 
fect at chat cime, including the Education Law. They appended educational affairs 
to the Israeli Ministry of Education and even linked the [Islamic law courte to the 
Jaffa Islamic law judge, on grounds that he was an Israeli judge, Israeli identity 
documents were issued co the Arab inhabitants of Jerusalem, and all government of 
tices supervising West Bank affairs were moved from the courts to the al-Tabu Office 
in Ramallah. 


On 21 August 1969, the occupation authorities burned the blessed al Aqsa mosque then 
established residential buildings in Jerusalem to which they moved tens of thousands 
of Zioniet emigres. They established a wall of residential buildings like citadels 
around the city of Jerusalem and changed the archaeological features of the city. 
Isn't that enough to demonstrate the incorporation of Arab Jerusalem into the Zion- 
ist entity? 


Mr Najib Ahmad went on to say, “I assert that the issuance of the incorporation law 
is only a sort of Israeli arrogance and presumptiousness. It occurred as a blatant 
challenge to the United Nations, the Security Council and the nations of the world, 
headed by the Arab and Islamic countries, and showed disdain for the person of the 
Egyptian president, the patron of the Camp David agreement. 


The Canal Linking the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea 


/Quest ion/ Israel intends to dig a canal linking the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea. 
What is your view? 


/Answer/ Israel is striving to take over all sources of water in the area. It had 
previously used the waters of Lake Tiberias when it transmitted its water in big 
pipes to the Negev, the south of Palestine. It also destroyed Arab installations 
when the Arabs decided to make use of the Waters of the al-Yarmuk, Baniyas and al- 
Hasibani rivers and threatened war, and is now striving to take over the waters of 
the al-Litani River in southern Lebanon. 


Mr al-Ahmad declared: ‘Israel has been intending to dig a canal from Haifa via the 
Marj ibn ‘Amir Plain to the town of Baysan and the River Jordan and south along the 
Graben of the Jordan to the Dead Sea. Since this project can be carried out only 
with the agreement and participation of Jordan, which forcefully refuses, Israel has 
adopted the notion of establishing chis canal from Gaza via the south of Beersheba 
to the Dead Sea. The project aims at completing the circle of dominance over ail 
Palestinian and Arab territories." 


He said, “Israel is the only state in the world whose borders are not determined, 
on the basis of the Zionist rule: ‘Your borders, Israel, are where you set your 
feet.’ If that Zionist foot is not severed it will be set on more Arab and 
Palestinian territory." 














Lncorporation of Golan 


/Question/ The terrorist Knesset member (b'ula Cohen, patroness of the plan to in 
corporate Jerusalem, intends to present the draft of a plan to incorporate the Golan 
Heights into the Zionist entity. What is your comment’? 


/Answer/ The Zionists view Syrian Arab Golan as part of what is called the terri: 
tory of greater Israel. Since 1967, 27 settlements have been established there. 
This year they issued a law according to which the Ministry of the Interior tried 
to issue an Ieraeli identity to every Arab residing in Golan ‘who wanted it!' Itis 
not strange that Cohen should want to incorporate Golan into the racist entity. 


Southern Lebanon 


/Question/ Israel claims that its military escalation in southern Lebanon against 
the joint Palestinian-Lebanese forces and the refugee camps is part of an attempt 
to respond to the activities of the resistance and a preventive strategy aimed at 
preventing the implementation of guerrilla activities against its vital targets. 


/Answer/ The purpose behind the escalation is completely clear. Israel is working 

to evacuate the Lebanese inhabitants from southern Lebanon up to the al-Litani River 
with the goal of taking over a south without inhabitants, and the river and its wat- 
ers as well. 


Israel and its Camp David allies also know that this agreement will never last as 
long as the Palestinian resistance exists and speaks firmly in rejecting the agree- 
ment and its conclusions, supported by the Lebanese national forces and the Syrian 


army. 


He went on to say, ‘From this state of affairs, bitter as far as the Camp David 
partners go, Israel, with American support, exploiting sorrowful disputes among Arab 
countries and the American elections, is trying to strike out at the Palestinian re- 
sistance, crush warm relations with the Lebanese national forces, and threaten Syria 
with a lightning war to push the Camp David agreement through, subject Syria and con- 
sequently to weaken the firm Jordanian position and try to make it take part in the 
Camp David negotiations it intensely rejects." 


Mr Najib al-Ahmad said, "The firm Palestinian position, derived from the rigidity 
and obstinacy of the fighting man and his command, represented by the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organization, fully cognizant of his cause and the Zionists’ goals, stands 
as a deterrent barrier to the enemy's vicious attacks." 


The European rosition 


/Question/ What is your opinion about the European Common Market countries’ recent 
position on the Palestine cause’ 


/Answer/ It is great that the countries of Western Europe recognize the failure of 
the Camp David agreement but solutions to the Palestine cause can progress only 
through the people whose cause it is, namely the Palestinian Arab people, represented 
by their legitimate authority, the guarantee of their legitimate national rights to 

















their nation Palestine, and cheir rignt co return to it, determine their ceactiny, 
and establish theic independent nacional state on their national soil. 


He said, ‘In spite of all this sympathetic European behavior, the recent position 

by the Western Buropean countries has not been wholly supportive of Arab rights 

and we therefore are requesting che countries of the European group to be more prac- 
tical in supporting the just cause of the Palestinian people free from American 
influence." 





Egypt and che Arabs 
/Question/ Do you expect Egypt to return to Arab ranks? 


/Answer/ Ewypt is genuinely Arab and its people were in the vanguard of those 
fighting for Arab causes. The history of Egypt and its people is full of heroic 
acts and it is not strange chat Exypt should return to Arab ranks--what is strange 
is that it has not returneu yet. 


The Jordanian-Palestinian Dlaiogue 
/Question/ Where has the course of the Jordanian-Palestinian dialogue reached’? 


/Answer/ Since the Egyptian president's lowly visit to occupied Jerusalem, the 
agreements that followed it and resulted from it, the vicious campaign by the Zion- 
ist state, and its unlimited support from the United States of America in judaizing 
Palestine, alienating the Palestine Liberation Organization, failing to recognize 
ics leadership and the right of the Palestinian people to their nation, and remov- 
ing Jordan and all the Arabs from their sacre’ cause, Jordan and the Paleetine Lib- 
eration Organization have therefore set out to implement the resolutions of the 
Bagndad and Tunis summits, in their awareness of the gravity of the situation and 
the need to work tugether against the liquidationist schemes, foremost of whic! are 
the Camp David agreements. 


He went on to say, “Relations are fraternal and excellent and we are working in a 
spirit of cooperation and solidarity to stand up to the Zionist attack and the 
enemy's liquidationist schemes against our people in the Arab nation." 


Mc Najib Anmad expressed his hope that the meetings would continue and deepen in 
order to create further fraternal solidarity in order to struggle with the enemy 
and liberate the nacion. 


Mr al-Ahmad concluijed his conversation by saying, "The liberation of Palestine will 
not occur with a proliferation of hollow statements and threats, or festivals, 
parades and epic speectes, but through the unification of ranks and Arab efforts in 
heart and soul to prepare for the coming stage, taking into consideration the need 
to benefit from the aid and support of friends in the Islamic world, the nonaligned 
countries, and the Socialist countries, headed by the Soviet Union, and through con- 
viction in the statement chat what has been taken by force will be regained only 

by force.” 


11887 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PALESTINIAN LEADER VOICES SUPPORT FOR IRANIAN REVOLUTION 
NC141224 Beirut AL=SAFIR in Arabic 13 Oct 80 p 1) 


[Text] Nayif Hawatimah, secretary general of the Democratic Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine, has said that "the war on Iran represents 
the third phase of the ‘mperialist, reactionary and Arab right st plan to 
destroy the Iranian revolution now that the political war and the starvation 
and economic blockade campaign have failed." 


Hawatimah outlined "the basic motives behind the enthusiasm by King Husayn 
and other Arab reactionaries for this war against Iran" and said: "Destroy- 
ing the revolution, which placed Iran in the front lines against Camp David 
and alarmed the reactionary thrones, will clear the way for striking against 
the Palestinian revolution and its Lebanese national ally by putting them 
between the pincers of the Zionist enemy and the Phalangist statelet " 


Addressing groups of trainees of the democratic front organizatior, Hawatimah 
added: "Destroying the Iranian revolution will also lead to encircling 
Syria by the LIraqi-Saudi-Jordanian axis, injecting internal terrorist, 
reactionary and class sabotage operations and disrupting the establishment 

of the unitary state.' 


He noted that all of this was "connected with the imperialist plan to dic- 
tate a capitalist solution of che Palestinian question under a western 
European initiative that complements the Camp David accords concerning the 
Palestinians." 


Hawatimah declared that "the Palestinian people anu revolution support the 
right of the Iranian revolution to exist and develop, as this is a Palestinian 
national and pan-Arab necessity against U.S. imperialism, Zionism and 
reaction." 


CSO: 4802 





INTER=ARAB APPFAIRS 


HAMMADI URGES LNTEGRATED ARAB DEVELOPMENT FINANCING 
Amman AL-~DUSTUR in Arabic 6 Jul 80 p 18 


|Article: “Iraqi Working Paper Calle for Allocation of $10-15 Billion 
To Finance Arab Development") 


|Text] Amman--Dr Sa'dun Hammadi, the Iraqi minister of foreign affaires, 
said that the most important feature of the Iraqi working paper ia its 
seriousness, for it means to realize what it calle for. Its intention 
is to move Arab economic relations to a serious stage which will witness 
development in the direction of Arab economic unity. 


With regard to what the conference aims for in Arab political and economic 
cooperation and Iraq's comaitment to that end, Dr Hammadi said: “We will 
strive for this because the general Arab political and economic situation 
ie not positive at this time. We, however, cannot give up but will work 
toward moving the Arab political and economic situation in 4 positive 
direction.” tHe exprer od his belief that Arab economic relations would 
finally shift from a negative to a positive financial situation, 


Concerning the lraqi suggestion to dreft a joint pan-Arab economic plan, 
Dr Hammadi said that Iraq is suggesting a pan-Arab project, not an 
Iraqi one. He said there is a need for such economic cooperation in 
which all Arab states, not just the rich ones, would share in this 

Arab economic effort for development: "We think that this effort 

is possible, even if difficult. 


In an interview with a reporter for the radio station, the Iraqi minister 
spoke highly of Jordanian-lraqi relations describing them as good, 
brotherly and founded on cooperation and solidarity in various fields. 
He said: “We are very pleased with these fraternal relations." 


The working paper stresses the concept of the eighties as the first decade 
of Arab economic development. The paper aims to prove effective tools 

for establishment of a common ground for joint Arab economic strategy. 
The proposal embodies Iraq's commitment to the principles of the Nahm'al 
charter which Mr Saddam Hussein, the Iraqi president, announced. Also, 
the proposal will contribute to the development of the resolutions made 

at Baghdad and Tunis summits. 














rhe working paper pointed out the need to allocate $10-15 billion for develop- 
ment financing in Arab countries for the next 10 years, 


it points out that the decade of development ie only one part of a more 
comprehensive issue reiated to the economic and political independence of 
the Arab countries which will take place with a minimum of pan-Arab 
involvement in international polarization, Charting an independent course 
for development will increase opportunities for Arab economic integration 
and will direct the human and natural resources of the atate to the cause 
of the liberation of Palestine and other Arab soil, aiming never to allow 
4 toreign presence for any reason. 


his working paper included comprehensive joint Arab economic action by 
all Arab countries, unification of a central authority which will be in 
charge of Arab development planning, relating this central authority to 
the Arab League; while it is economically, administratively, financially 
and technically independent from the League, and a clear definition of 
the goals and programe of the central authority. 


The Lraqi working paper suggests an agreement on joint Arab economic 
strategy which is sanctioned by the economic council of the Arab League 
and is distinguished by clarity of goals and requirements. Iraq proposed 
the working paper be approved by the Arab summit which will recommend a 
commitment to its implementation in order to achieve more serious, better 
planned and better organized Arab economic action. 


Likewise, the paper noted that, in ite annual meeting or a special session, 
the summit should set standards for each Arab country's utilization of 
development assistance; this assistance should be given for integrated 
Arab economic projects in which participation and management is limited 
strictly to Arabs. 


The Iraqi paper included a statement about the necessity for Arab countries 
of limited means to pay a part of the cost of a project erected on their 
soil in local currency; it would be up to the Arab countries participating 
in the joint project to set the respective shares of the public and 
private sectors according to the economic system. 


The paper stipulated the preservation of the right of any Arab country 

to participate in a project, along with the countries originating the 
project, even after activity is underway, giving the project sufficient 

tax, financial and legal privileges, linking the input and output of 

joint Arab projects to an Arab common market including all Arab states, 
providing collective Arab protection for Arab investments, and conducting 
joint Arab development on a basis of real investments according to integrated 
and interrelated programs. 


The paper stated that the first decade of Arab development must work to give 
an economic content to Arab coordination on various current international 
economic problems and strive to establish a new order. In addition the 
paper referred to prospects for the first decade of Arab development 











including the boycott of the Zionmiat entity and the etrengthening of th 
blockade around it in addition to the development of a joint Arab economi 
appatatue, 


The paper advances a number of proposals in the area of developing the 
joint Arab economic apparatus, As a firet stage, the paper proposes 
some legal chaftiges in the mutual defense and economic cooperation among 
the countries of the Arab League, 


Vw 
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NORTH AFRICAN APFALRS INTER“APRICAN AFFAIRS 


ALGERIAN-MAURITANIAN RAPPROCHEMENT 
President Ould Haidallah's Visit 
Algiers EL. MOUDJAHID in French 2 Oct 80 p 1 


\Article: “Pollowing Fam Days’ Official Visit in Algeria: ‘Rapprochement 
Between the Algerian and Mauritanian People, Unity of the Maghreb, Arab- 
African Cooperation’ Are Stressed by President Ould Haidallah As He Leaves 
Algiers") 


[Excerpt] Algiers (APS)--FPollowing a four days’ official visit in Algeria, 
the Mauritanian president, Mr Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah, left Algiers 
at 1300 hours for Nouakchott; as he left, he was greeted by the president 
of the republic and general secretary of the party, Mr Chadli Bendjedid, 
who was accompanied by Mr Rabah Bitat, member of the political bureau, 
president of the National People's Assembly, and Mr Abdelghani, member 

of the central committee and prime minister. 


Before taking his seat in the plane, the head of the Mauritanian state 
greeted members of the central committee and of the government, party and 
government officials and members of the diplomatic corps in Algiers. 


A salute of 21 gun-shots was fired to honor the illustrious quest of Algeria 
who, next to President Chadli Bendjedid, had Listened to the national an- 
thems of the two countries before “reviewing a detachment from El-Haras 
£l-Djoumhouri” who were presenting arms. 


In the official reception hail of the airport, President Ould Haidallah, 
speaking to the press, drew the conclusions of his official visit; among 
other things, he stated that his conversations with President Chad1i 
Bendjedid “dealt with regional, Arab, African and international questions.” 


“Of course,” he added, “bilateral cooperation and the means to revive it 
have received particular attention. I am leaving with the conviction that 
this visit will contribute to 4 rapprochement between our two brother 
nations and to the unity of our beloved Maghreb, to Arab-African coopera- 
tion and to the unity of the Arab world.” 
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in concluding, the head of the Mauritanian state thanked President Chadli 
Bendjedid and the Algerian people and government for the warm welcome and 
hospitality extended to him and his delegation turing his official visit 
to Algeria, 


After leaving Algiers, the president of the Mauritanian Islamic Republic 
made 4 technical stop at the Bechar airport, in southwestern Algeria, at 
1500 hours. 


As he left the plane, the Mauritanian president was greeted by civil and 
military officials in Bechar, including the governor and the head of the 
third military region, before reviewing a detachment of the People's 
National Army who were presenting arms. 


After resting a while at the official reception hall of the airport, the 
presidential delegation flew back to Nouakchott. 


Official Communique 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 2 Oct 80 p 3 


[Article: "'Considerable Agreement’ Underlined in Algerian-Mauritanian 
Joint Communique") 


(Text) Algiers (APS)--Following the official visit 
of the Mauritanian president, Mr Mohamed Khouna 
Ould Haidallah, an Algerian-Mauritanian joint 
communique has been published; we are reproducing 
it in its entirety: 


At the invitation of Mr Chadli Bendjedid, president of the Algerian 
Democratic People's Republic and general secretary of the FLN Party, 
His Excellency Lieutenant-Colonel [Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah]), 
president of the Military Committee of National Safety, head of the 
state and of the government of the Mauritanian Islamic Republic, made 
an official visit to Algeria from 28 September to 1 October 1980. 


During their stay, President Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah and the delega- 
tion accompanying him visited various agricultural and industrial projects 
and had the opportunity to appreciate the efforts made by Algeria to 
strengthen its independence in all fields. 


The two presidents had conversations to which the following also took 
part: 


For Algeria: Messrs Ahmed Taleb Ibrahimi, member of the central committee, 
minister to the Presidency of the Republic, Abdelhamid Brahimi, member of 
the central committee, minister of Planning and National Development, 
Djelloul Bakhti Nemmiche, member of the central committee, minister of 
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Veterans’ Affairs, Abdelaziz Khellef, member of the central committee, 
minister of Commerce, Smail Hamdani, member of the central committee, 
Mohieddine Amimour, member of the central committee, adviser to the 
Presidency of the Republic, Mohamed Salah Dembri, general secretary at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Abdelouahab Abada, director of the 
African department at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and Ahmed Dekhili, 
assistant director at the Ministry of Foreign Affaire. 


Por Mauritania: Major Gabriel Simper, member of the Military Committee 
of National Safety, assistant chief of staff, Messre Mohamed £1 Mokhtar 
Ould Zemel, minister of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Mamadou Cissoko, 
minister of Industry, Mines and Commerce, Abderrahmane Ould Saibott, 

head of the presidential staff, Mohamed Ould Mohamed Mahmoud, ambassador, 
Kamara Ali, Girector of administrative affairs at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Cooperation, Mohamed Ould Hamadi, press adviser to the 
presidency. 


During these conversations, which took place in an atmosphere of fraternity, 
harmony and mutual understanding, the two parties reviewed their bilateral 
relations and matters of common interest, and exchanged opinions concerning 
the development of the regional, African, Arab and internationel situation. 
These discussions showed that considerable agreement exists between the 

two countries, which reflects tlre nature and strength of the many ties 
between the Algerian and Mauritanian people. 


Reviewing their bilateral relations, the two parties were pleased at their 
present development. They reaffirmed their conviction that a fruitful 
and mutually advantageous cooperation, based on mutual respect, fully 
answors the legitimate aspirations of the two people for development and 
well-being, just as it reflects their century-old relations of friendship 
and neighborliness. In this respect, both parties are of the opinion that 
the positive results achieved by the recent meeting of the mixed Algerian- 
Mauritanian committee for economic, scientific and technical cooperation 
are a concrete confirmation of their mutual desire to develop exchanges 
between the two countries in all domains. They also consider that the 
decisions arrived at on this occasion represent a significant milestone in 
the development of Aigerian-Mauritanian reiations based on fraternity, 
solidarity, neighborliness and the respect of each other's national 
sovereignty. 


Reviewing the situation in their region, the two parties reaffirmed the 
attachment of their countries to the principles and ideals of the Charter 
of African Unity. In this respect, they reaffirmed the commitment of the 
two countries to promote relations of friendship, fraternity, neighborliness 
and close cooperation between themselves, and to continue to work toward 
the creation of a climate of mutual trust and understanding which could 
promote the realization of the aspirations of the people in the region as 

a whole for peace, liberty, security and material progress. In this spirit, 
they renewed their full adhesion to the principles set forth in the 
political declaration of the Fifth Summit of Saharian States, which in both 
parties’ opinion represents an adequate basis and frame of reference for tte 
development of regional CE, 





After carefully reviewing the question of Western Sahara, the two parties 
expressed their great concern with respect to the threat which this question 
represents to peace and security in this region of the continent. 


The two parties were pleased at the efforts made by the international 
community, especially the United Nations Organization and the OAU ([Organiza- 
tion of African Unity) to help the people of Western Sahara exercise its 
imprescriptible right to self-determination. 


They made a point of giving credit to the ad-hoc committee of the OAU, and 
more particularly to the heads of state which comprise it, for their efforts 
*o arrive at a just and final political solution of the question of Western 
Sahara. 


The two parties renewed their determination to work toward a strengthening 
of the OAU which they consider to be a privileged instrument in achieving 
complete liberation of the African continent, and in struggling for the 
economic and cultural development of the African people and for the creation 
of a climate of peace, security and concord. 


In this respect, the two parties profoundly regret the tragic situation 

now prevailing in Chad. They expressed their appreciation for the continued 
efforts of the African community, and especially of the OAU, to preserve 
the territorial integrity and national sovereignty of Chad. In this spirit, 
they reaffirmed their support tc the Lagos agreements which should enable 
the provisional national union government to accomplish its mission of 
restoring peace and establishing concord. 


Concerning the situation in South Africa, the two parties stressed their 
adhesion to the modalities providing for Namibia's accession to independence, 
and their desire to see these modalities applied strictly and immediately, 
according to the decisions and resolutions of the United Nations; and the 
two parties reaffirmed their indefectible solidarity with the Namibian 
people in its legitimate struggle, under the leadership of its one and 

only representative, the SWAPO. 


The two parties repeated their strong condemnation of the inhuman policy 
of apartheid and they expressed their indefectible solidarity with the 
people of South Africa in their struggle to achieve freedom and the recog- 
nition of their fundamental national rights. 


The two parties reaffirmed their belief in a common destiny for the Arab 
and African people. They consider that, just as many century-long tradi- 
tions have created ties between the two regions, new and intensified rela- 
tions of solidarity and cooperation must develop between Africa and the 
Arab World to achieve the development of their people and to preserve their 
independence. 


Analyzing the situation prevailing in the Middle East, the two parties 
stated again their firm condemnation of the Camp Davis agreements and 
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stressed the dangerous implications that these agreements contain for the 
liberty of the people in this area and for international peace and security. 


The two parties consider that any settlement of the Middle-East problem 
should provide for the restitution of all occupied Arab territories, in- 
Cluding El-Qods, and the return of the Palestinian people to their usurped 
homeland. 


They reaffirm their continued and indefectible support to the Palestinian 
people in their struggle under the leadership of their one and only repre- 
sentative, the Palestine Liberation Organization. 


The two parties have considered with great concern the armed struggle 
opposing Iraq and Iran. After informing each other of their respective 
stand on this question, they expressed their deep concern in view of this 
fratricidal war which could have the most nefarious consequences in a 
region where the natural solidarity between all Arab and Islamic countries 
should be affirmed against their common imperialist and Zionist enemy. 
Attached to the higher interests of the Arab nation and of the Islamic 
community, and to the cohesion of nonalined countries, they express the 
hope that a rapid settlement of the dispute will restore peace and 
concord among Muslim countries and strengthen their front against imperial- 
ism, Zionism and underdevelopment. 


The two parties also reaffirmed their complete adhesion to the principles 
and objectives of nonalinement, and stressed the fact that the policy of 
the nonalined movement remains, now more than ever, an irreplaceable factor 
in the strugcle for the Liberation and emancipation of the people, the 
settlement of international problems, the premotion of international co- 
operation and the safequard of peace and security in the world. 


They also consider that the withdrawal of foreign forces and the dismantling 
of all foreign bases now existing on the territory of Third-World countries 
will represent a decisive contribution in ensuring peace in the world. 


The two parties have given particular attention to the question of develop- 
ment and the restructuration of international economic relations and they 
have also underlined the fundamental part which all developing countries 
must play in establishing relations of a new type between developing and 
developed countries. 


They have reaffirmed their determination to increase the coordination of 
their efforts to strengthen solidarity between developing countries, 
especially through actions undertaken within international organizations, 
to obtain satisfaction for their legitimate demands concerning a new 
international economic orcer. 





The two parties expressed their pleasure at the atmosphere of brotherliness 
which characterized their conversations, and at the results which have 

been achieved. They decided to intensify the exchange of visite at all 
levels so a8 to ensure an increased development of the cooperation between 
Algeria and Mauritania, in Line with the new prospects outlined during 
these conversations. 


President Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah warmly thanked President Chadli 
Bendjedid for his invitation and expressed to him and to the Algerian 
people and government his sincere gratitude for the brotherly and warm 
welcome which was extended to his delegation and to himself during their 
stay in Algeria. 


President Mohamed Khouna Ould Haidallah invited President Chadli Bendjedid 
for an official visit in the Mauritanian Islamic Republic. The invitation 
was accepted with pleasure. Its date will be determined later on. 
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ALGERIA 


CAMP DAVID ACCORDS CRITICIZED, ARAB REACTION DESCRIBED 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 18 Sep 80 p 1 


[Text] Two years ago, on 18 September 1978, Anwar Sadat, along with Begin and 
Carter, signed the first pact of high treason that an Arab head of state ever 
set his name to in the history of our nation. For Sadat, Camp David was the 
crowning glory of his “political escapade" at occupied El-Qods (Jerusalem), on 
19 November of lest year. The "Pax Americana,"’ long seen by the Arabs as a 
serious danger, found a much-heralded beginning in Sadat's Egypt. From east to 
west, the Arab nation has reacted against the crime of the "cursed son of Mit 
Aboul Koum." The Arab nation is even ready to take the offensive. 


The Arab rejection front, which includes Algeria, Syria, Libya, Democratic Yemen 
and the PLO, has formulated a platform of action to oppose the danger of Sadat. 
The Arab masses, very sensitive to the reaction of these progressive nations, 
enthusiastically show their support and their satisfaction. Denunciations of 
Camp David are heard from Kuwait to Algiers. 


Two months after the Camp David accords were concluded, the Arab kings and heads 
of state unanimously decided at the Baghdad summit to join in retaliatory measures 
advocated several months earlier by the Arab rejection front. 


The political, diplomatic, economic and cultural boycott against Egypt today 
ensures her isolation. 


Meanwhile, Tel Aviv and Washington are seeking to exploit this breach in the Arab 
world. How? 


1) With Egypt: the establishment of diplomatic relations and exchange of 
ambassadors in Tel Aviv and Cairo. 


The reopening of borders between the two countries was followed by commercial 
exchanges and official visits to the two capitals. 


2) Militarily: despite all the assurances given by Washington, the intransigent 
Begin refuses to accept total Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai. Unfortunately 
for Sadat, the withdrawal will be gradual and spread out cver several years in 
order “not to endanger Israel's security." 
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Egyptian-Israeli military cooperation, one of the secret clauses of the Camp 
David accords, will assuredly make rapid progress. The agents of Sin-Beth and 
Mossad now have tea in the velvet-walled rooms of Qasr En-Nil along with their 
Egyptian colleagues of the "moukhatarate" and the CIA, 


The presence of Israeli and American secret agents is eagerly requested by Sadat 
in an effort to protect himself against any danger of a coup d'etat by free 
officers. 


3) Egypt has also taken on a new role: that of the new policeman in the region, 
after the fall of the Shah of Iran. Im April 1980, Sadat's Egypt was transformed 
into a base for aggression. The military planes that attacked Tabas in Iran took 
off from a newly established U.S. airbase a few dozen kilometers from Cairo. 

Two other bases, meant for the stationing of B 52's and having a special mission, 
have now opened, encouraging Sadat to propose the intervention of the Egyptian 
army into any Arab country... 


4) The Egyptians, Israelis and Americans were not able to provide for an important 
clause in their accord. The plans for the "autonomy" of the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip were denounced and rejected by the Palestinian people. Washington, 

Tel Aviv and Cairo then tried to push for the emergence of a "third force," 
capable, in their opinion, to evict the tenants of the PLO. There too, they are 
failing miserably. 


5) This summer, the annexation of El-Qods (Jerusalem) replaced the spectre of 
Camp David at the forefront of international events. The next Arab summit, to 

be held next November in Amman, promises to be a decisive stage in the Arab 
reaction to Zionist expansion. In reporting to President Chadli on the evolution 
of the Near East situation, Mr Abdelhalim Khaddam, Syrian foreign affairs minister, 
restated the fact that "the Camp David conspiracy is aimed at isolating the Arab 
nation." 


The danger has not yet been averted. 
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ALGERTA 


INSIDER'S BOOK ON FLN REVIEWED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 8 Aug 80 p 14 
{Book Review by Paul Balta] 


{Text|] Here is one book! that cannot fail to set people's teeth on edge and create 
controversy: without qualms, the author publicly washes the dirty laundry of the 
various clans in the Algerian family. In fact, he announces in his opening lines 
that he wants [the book] to be “an analysis of the controversies and conflicts 

that tore apart the people's nationalism in Algeria between 1946 and 1962." There 
is more, however. Going back to the origins of the national movement that asserted 
itself in 1926 with "L'Etoile nord-africaine" [North African Star], although it 

had deeper historical roots, this work “represents the first part of a broader 
project involving Algerian society."2 In its present form, it unfolds on several 
levels. 


In the first place it is a historical compilation. This is a book to be reckoned 

with, even by its critics--and it already has some, Until now, the main authority 
on the Algerian War had been the "foursome" by Yves Courriere?, Everyone used it 

as a reference, even the Algerian cadres. 4 Nothing more exhaustive was available. 
This is no longer the case. Mohammed Harbi read everything written concerning his 
country, he had access to many unpublished documents, he questioned many witnesses 
and then he dissected, analyzed and examined it all critically. 


In addition, this is a researcher's work: Although one may not share many of his 
conclusions, his book is filled with facts that cannot be ignored. Thus, with re- 
gard *o the assault on the Oran post office on 5 April 1949, he reveals that, 
contr.ry to the usually accepted version, Ben Bella was not responsible for that 
attack: the former president only gave some assistance to Ait Ahmed, who had pre- 
pared the operation based on information provided by Nemiche Djelloul, while a 
commando group which included Mohammed Khider took responsibility for the execution. 


The book abounds with unpublished details, supported by documents or by first-hand 
testimony, regarding the ulterior motives of neighbors on the Maghreb side or those 
of Near-Eastern rulers, about personal rivalries, ideological differences, the 
attitude of a particular leader or the part played by a particular event. Also 
worthy of mention are the biographical footnotes and the index--all too often 
lacking in French publications--that make it possible to easily pinpoint and find 
confederates. 
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Next, |this book is] a sociological study. Taking the opposite tack to contemporary 
historians who have been stressing the urban nature of Algerian nationalism, Harbi, 
for his part, is placing the emphasis on the importance from the very beginning, 

of Algerian emigration, which has an essentially rural origin. He subtly shows the 
"plebeian" nature of that revolution and how the village often took precedence over 
the city. Also notable are his analysis of the "populistic ideology" of Messalit 
Hadj and other leaders, as well as his analysis of the Berber phenomenon in its 
natural manifestations, the Berbers being one of the nation's [ethnic] components, 
as well as in its excesses and deviations. 


The book also contains ideological thoughts. The author has "attempted to show 
that, during this entire period (1946-1962), crises and frequent turnovers in 
political personnel were but moments in the formation of a new social force: 
bureaucracy." Even though, in this respect, "Algeria represents a borderline case 
in the history of decolonization" as the author points out to justify his argumen- 
tation, his too-thorough analysis regrettably gives the impression that Algeria 

has a monopoly on bureaucracy, ignoring the fact that this phenomenon has developed 
in many other nations, where it has reached hypertrophia. 


A Pamphlet 


By placing in context, as he does, Mess*li Hadj's personality and his work, and 
without hiding any part of his shortcomings or errors, he greatly contributes to 
restoring the good name of the founder of the nationalist movement, whose evolution 
he analyzes in detail: from the "Etoile nord-africaine" (March 1926 to 1 November 
1954) via the Algerian People's Party (March 1937-September 1939) to the Movement 
for the Triumph of Democratic Liberties (November 1946-November 1954) and its off- 
shoots including the OS [Special Organization], which originated in February 1947. 
He also shows with relevant examples how the FLN is the final link in that line of 
descent, even though the FLN, having become the one and only party, is reluctant 

to admit it. 


Finally the book is also a political tool, as the polemicist shows through under 
the veil of ideology--although this aspect of the book is not its best. Before 

1 November 1954, for instance, Harbi takes praiseworthy care to examine the motiva- 
tions of the various political tendencies and of the men representing them, while, 
as we near the year 1962, the account of personal rivalries competes with ideological 
content. There is such overemphasis that wr end up wondering how Algeria was able 
to achieve its independence and through what miracle the FLN managed to create a 
doctrine--which appears in the various charters, including the charter of 1964, 

in which Harbi participated--and how it was able to define a remarkably consistent 
foreign policy which finally, in 1974, sparked the idea of a new international 
system. 


The author points out a consistent aspect of modern Algeria which he apparently 
deplores: every time the nationalist movement is shattered, he writes, it "regroups 
around its most centralizing and authoritarian core, the 0S in 1954, the ALN 
{National Liberation Army] on the borders in 1962." Similarly, he points out that 
many of its leaders, including Messali Hadj and Boumediene, are "radicals and 
centralizers." One may wonder--he hardly does--whether the Algerian nation has 

not put up with that centralistic tendency because of its centuries-long troubles 
due to the lack of a strong and structured government. The question would have 
been worthy of further investigation. 
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In conclusion, while long chapters are devoted to one or two-year periods, eight 
pages are considered sufficient to take care of the 18 years following independence, 
which are judged, on the whole, to have a negative balance, This is only an epilog, 
to be sure, but the author could have saved himself the trouble, as it closely 
resembles the clumsy gesture of a cook who at the last minute ruins the sauce he 
had carefully concocted. Harbi, who had his share of the power structure until 
1965, with a group that shared his ideas, describes at length the rivalries of the 
Algerian political class and deplores them, which does not prevent him from 
settling his accounts, too, and enjoying it. In spite of the above reservations, 
"FLN, Mirage and Reality" remains a major book. 


FOOTNOTES 


l. "Le FLN, Mirage et Realite, des Origines a la Prise du Pouvoir (1945-1962)" 
[The FLN, Mirage and Reality, from the Origins to the Assumption of Power 
(1945-1962) ] by Mohammed Harbi, published by J.A., series "Le Sens de 1'Histoire" 
[A Sense of History] Paris 1980, 450 pages. Around 69 francs. 


2. Among others, the author has announced the November publication of two volumes 
titled "Les Archives de la Revolution Algerienne" [Archives of the Algerian 
Revolution]. 


3. “Les Fils de la Toussaint" [Sons of Nov. 1], "Le Temps des leopards" [Days 
of the Leopards], "L'Heure des colonels" [Time for the Colonels] and "Les 
Feux du desespoir" [Fires of Despair] (Fayard). 


4. Those books have been criticized by the Boumediene ruling team and are not 
sold in Algeria. 
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ALGERIA 


SOVIET=ALGERIAN AGRICULTURAL COOPERATION TALKS BEGIN 
Algiers El. MOUDJAHID in French 12-13 Sep 80 p 3 


|Text}) Algiers (APS)=--The Algerian-Soviet agricultural talks began Thursday 
morning at the Ministry of Agriculture and the Agrarian Revolution. 


The Algerians were represented by Mr Bouzid Hammiche, secretary general of the 
Ministry of Agriculture and the Agrarian Revolution. The Soviet delegation was 
led by the Soviet Vice Minister of Agriculture, Mr B. A. Rounov. 


After welcoming the Soviet delegation, Mr Hammiche stated that the main object 
of the official opening of the working sessions between the two parties was the 
deve lopment of conditions for the carrying out of a number of projects relating 
to Algerian agricultural development. 


The agricultural subcommittee, organized as part of the joint Algerian-Soviet 
committee, has provided for a geobotanical study for the plains area, another 
for increased cereal cultivation and a third aimed at the strengthening of 
scientific and technical cooperation, especially in the fields of research and 
training. A fourth project deals with the Green Dam of the Aflou region. As 
for Mr Rounov, he stated that he was pleased to collaborate with those responsible 
for agriculture in \lgeria, specifying that the first working session would 
determine the means for carrying out the proposals already made. He emphasized 
that the price of food has continued to rise and that some countries are making 
a political demand of it. He stressed that “being self sufficient in food has 
become a necessity." In this context, he stated that 27 percent of the USSR 
budget ic devoted to agriculture. 


It is to be noted that the working sessions to follow will be approved by an 
official report which will be signed Wednesday, 16 September. 
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ALGERIA 


STRENGTHENING OF CONGO-ALGERIA COOPERATION 
Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 28 Sep 80 p 2 


[Article: “Algeria-Congo: To Develop Further the Friendly Ties Which 
Exist Between the Two Countries") 


(Text) Algiers (ASP)--At the invitation of Mr Rabah Bitat, member of the 
political bureau, president of the National People's Assembly, a large 
Congolese parliamentary delegation headed by Mr Jean Ganga Zandzou, member 
of the political bureau of the central committee of the Congolese Labor 
Party, invested with the people's powers and president of the National 
People's Assembly of the People's Republic of Congo, has been staying in 
Algeria for an official visit since 25 September 1980. 


During its stay in Algeria, the Congolese parliamentary delegation is 
escorted by an honorary committee chaired by Mr Djelloul Melaika, member 
of the central committee and vice-president of the National People's 
Assembly, and by several deputies. 


On Friday 26 September 1980, the Congolese parliamentary delegation went 
sightseeing to Tipaza, and they visited the tourist complex of Sidi Fred) 
and the Palace of Nations. 


On Saturday morning, 27 September 1980, the Congolese parliamentary 
delegation, accompanied by Mr Djelloul Melaika, went to the El Alia 
cemetery to meditate and deposit a wreath at the Martyrs’ Square, on 
the tomb of President Boumediene. 


That same morning, the first conversations between members of the Congolese 
and Algerian parliamentary delegations, headed respectively by Mr Jean 
Ganga Zandzou, member of the political bureau, invested with the people's 
powers and president of the National People's Assembly, and Mr Rabah 

Bitat, member of the political bureau and president of the National People's 
Assembly, took place. 
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During these converegations, the respective socialist development policies 
of the Congolese and Algerian republics were examined, as well a8 questions 
pertaining to present international probleme, 


The Algerian and Congolese parties were pleased to note the similarity 
between the options on which their development strategies are based, their 
common will for political and economic independence, their active solidari- 
ty in the struggle against imperialiem and colonialien. 


The Algerian and Congolese parliamentary delegations agreed that this visit 
will contribute to further develop the friendly ties which exist between 
the two countries. 


During the afternoon, the Congolese parliamentary delegation will visit 
projects of an economic character, among which the Meftah cement plant in 
the Blida governorate. 


Finally, Saturday evening, 27 September 1980, the Congolese parliamentary 
delegation were quests at an official dinner given by Mr Rabah Bitat, member 
of the political bureau, president of the National People's Assembly, to 
which members of the FLN Party and of the government were also present. 
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ALGERIA 


STABILIZED CONCRETE SEEN AS SUBSTITUTE POR CEMENT IN CONSTRUCTION 
Algiers El, MOUDJAHID in French 17 Sep 80 p 1 


[Text] Oran--The National Center for Business Initiatives and Information in 
the Conetruction Sector (CNAT) has developed an indepth study on "stabilized 
concrete," a substitute material which can replace, to a great extent, the 
exclusive use of cement. In 1971, the problems of the supply of construction 
materials, acutely felt in the remote southern regions, prompted researchers 
from the Ministry of Housing to begin studies aimed at "using local soils in 
order to obtain a material with technically acceptable characteristics for the 
construction of durable housing." In Algeria, the use of untreated earth is very 
widespread and the constructions have always met with the satisfaction of the 
local population. 


Two villages of the Agrarian Revolution, one part of 100 houses in Haich, in the 
Biskra region and the second made up of 200 houses in Maider, in the district 

of Bou-S , are presently being used as a testing ground for housing technicians. 
These socialist villages now being built are constructed of stabilized earth, 

a kind of mortar called “stabilized concrete" (BTS). 


The technicians believe the BTS can be used as a replacement for concrete cement 
in the form of bond-stone. These bond-etones are made at the building site 
using earth from the excavations. For constructions of a lesser size, they are 
made manually. Mechanization is necessary for the building of large sections of 
housing. The studies carried out have also helped the technicians discover that 
BTS is an excellent thermal insulator. The bulletin of the CNAT explains to this 
effect that “the variations of temperature of the Saharan climate are adjusted 
by the fact that the energy stored during the day by the BTS is released outside 
during the night. What is more, the OCNAT bulletin concludes by stating that a 
type of architecture based upon the arrangement of doors and windows creates an 
indoor atmosphere that is quite pleasant. 


9671 
cso: 4400 


25 





ALGERIA 


ANALYSIS OF SNS ACTIVITIES GIVEN 
Algiers El. MOUDJAHID in French 9 Sep 80 p 2 
[Article by A. Boutrahi] 


[Text] As a company with a strategic role in the general develop- 
ment of the country, the SNS [National Iron and Steel Company] 
was the subject of a recent article which appeared in these same 
columns. As one article cannot give a complete picture of an 
expanding company which, because of its growth, encompasses 
several areas, Mr Hamoutene, company director, was willing to 
supply us with further information that is often unknown to the 
general public. 


With regards to the production objectives of the SNS for several commercial 
products indispensable in many areas, 820,000 tons of cast iron were produced 
in 1980 with an objective of 1,236,000 tons in 1981. For liquid steel, 463,000 
tons in 1980 and 994,000 tons for 1981. 


Welded pipes: 180,000 tons in 1980 and 200,000 tons for 1981. 
Seamless pipes: 41,000 tons in 1980 compared with 51,000 tons in 1961. 


Gas and iron pipes: 30,000 tons in 1980 and 31,000 tons in 1981. With regard 
to steel for construction, 270,000 tons of ferroconcrete were produced in 1980 
with a view to 300,000 tons in 19861; 50,000 tons of machine wire in 1980 and 
85,000 tons planned for 1981. The production of welded gratings was 26,000 tons 
in 1980, which will be maintained in 1981. For light metal girders: 6,000 tons 
in 1980 and 7,000 tons in 1981. For the first two items, one must be aware that 
the amounts produced represented 50 percent of market needs. 


In the area of cold-casted extrusions used in metal casings, automobile bodies, 
metal joinery and furniture making, 55,000 tons were produced in 1980 with an 
objective of 60,000 tons in 1981. Thirty-two thousand tons of metal wrappings, 
casings and frames were produced in 1980 and 35,000 tons are planned for 1981. 
One million, two hundred thousand units of gas cylinders were made in 1980 and 
1, 300,000 will be produced in 1981. 
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Zine electrolytes: 30,000 tons in 1980 and 1981; welding electodes; 6,000 tons 
in 1980 compared with 7,000 tone in 1981, For welding flux, the total demand 
was covered, 


Industrial gas te a very important erea of the SNS. The installed capacities for 
oxygen, nitrogen, protoxide and acetylene exceeded demand. Since 1972, when the 
SNS took over this area, the initial capacities have been increased 100-fold. 
Work has begun on a new facility in Arszew for carbon dioxide. 


To return for a moment to steel for construction, we have learned that 50 percent 
of market needs for ferroconcrete have been met, exports accounting for the 
remainder. 


In the area of manpower, the SNS has 41,000 workers, while in 1970, it had 7,700. 


A very Large distribution network has been realized in order to bring the product 
closer to the user, while permitting the establishment of stocks which protect 
the commercial sectors. 


In the area of SNS and production: the company has two engineering firms: 

URPTD and SERSID and four construction firms: REALSIDER, TRAVOSIDER, GENISIDER 
AND COSIDER. They are chiefly used for company needs, but also lend their 
services to other companies, taking into account their actual needs, especially 

in the area of housing. There are also subsidiaries such as SIDAL [Algerian 

Iron and Steel Company], which deals with production studies, maintenance, medical 
or cryogenic facilities, technology used in the areas of stocking and distribution 
of gas in liquid and gaseous forms, deep-freezing, freezing, transport under 
controlled temperature and the safety of transporters of methane. 


This subsidiary also deals with technical diffusion in the area of welding, while 
ensuring the training or recycling of welders. 


in the area of professional undersea diving, it trains specialists who deal with 
the safety and development of underwater techniques not previously mastered in 
our country. 


Furthermore, in the development of iron and steel products, the PROSIDER company 
has the role of developing the uses of SNS products, especially those of portable 
arched panels, which permit the rapid construction of stocking areas and small 
workshops. Using these materials, the firm has produced in response to the social 
needs of its workers, a multisports stadium in Kouba in record time. In this 
regard, it is interesting to note that this light structure, whose recovered 
costs challenge any competition, is attracting the attention of many companies, 
especially local authorities and regions with small means of production. 


Nonferrous metallurgy, especially the first and second conversions of aluminum, 

is an area which the SNS hopes to develop very rapidly, taking into account the 

imperatives of national development and the increasingly large place of aluminum 
in many areas, from tools to aspirin containers to packaging and metal joinery, 

to name only a few examples. 
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Aluminum is indeed becoming an ideal product for substitution and it isa time 
to provide for the development of this sector. 


Before concluding, we must mention that the SNS, Like many companies, is confronted 
with problems which it must resolve at any price. 


It remains that the impression the company gives is that of wanting to face up 
to its problems, further mastering other technologies and continuing to evolve 
and progress. As in the example of SIDAL, one realizes that the SNS has far- 
reaching goals, which must be considered encouraging in many respects, 
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ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


SIGNALS OFFICERS GRADUATE--Algiers (APS)--Col Ali Bouhadja, member of the central 
committee and commander of the Seventh Military Region, yesterday presided over 
graduation ceremonies for a new class of active officers at the Ecole superieure 
des transmissions [Higher Institute of Communications] in Bouzareah. Attending the 
ceremony were Col Mohamed Alleg, central committee member, central director of the 
political bureau, and several high ranking officers of the ANP [People's National 
Army]. In a brief address, the head of the Higher Institute admonished the new 
officers to honor the new responsibilities they will face as they carry out their 
mission. Scheduled after the ceremony were the assignment of ranks and diplomas 
and a parade by the students. [Text] [Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 31 Jul 80 


pl} 11936 


MARA-TRACTOR CONSTRUCTORS MEETING--Algiers (APS)--Mr Bouzid Hammiche, secretary 
general of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Agrarian Revolution, met Mr D. 
Dreyfus, president of the French General Union of Constructors of Tractors and 
Agricultural Machinery Thursday morning at the offices of the MARA. The meeting 
was on the possibility of exchange between the MARA and the French Union of 
Tractor Constructors. [Text] [Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 12-13 Sep 80 p 3) 
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BAHRAIN 


MINISTER OF EDUCATION MEETS WITH DISSIDENT STUDENTS 
Kuwait AL-QABAS in Arabic 22 Sep 80 p 17 


[Article by Sami ‘Imarah: "Message from al-Manamah: Bahrain Minister of Education 
in Lengthy Interview with Students Studying Abroad; ‘National Union of Bahrain Stu- 
dents is Non-Existent; We Will Not Recognize It Because It Is Not in Bahrain;' 
Comprehensive Dialogue Around Decisions To Organize Students’ Missions and Restric- 
tions That Have Been Imposed") 


{Text} There was a candid dialogue between Bahrain's minister of education and 
Bahrain's students abroad during the meeting that they had. The dialogue was about 
the recent decisions that had been made by the Ministry of Education regarding stu- 
dent missions abroad. The students regarded those decisions as restrictions on 
their freedom. 


The minister candidly explained the objectives that led to these decisions being 
issued. He said that the purpose of every text mentioned in these decisions was to 
protect the future of the students who are needed by the state because they are its 
real wealth. The state also wants to protect them from involvement in problems 
that may hurt them and hurt their future. 


The meeting took place at the Summer Activities Center for Students of Higher Insti- 
tutes of Learning and Universities at the old Eagles Club. The meeting was attended 
by al-Shaykh ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz ibn Muhammad al-Khalifa, the minister of education; Dr 
Jalil al-'‘Arid, undersecretary of the Ministry of Education; and Mrs Safiyyah 
Dawighar, the director of the Students’ Mission Office at the Ministry of Education. 


Al-Shaykh ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz ibn Muhammad al-Khalifa said at the beginning of the meet- 
ing, “I would like to express many thanks to our sons the students who provided us 
with this opportunity to meet and to speak about matters that are of interest to 
the students. I would like to be clear from the beginning. We welcome any meeting 
with our sons the students. We welcome everything that would close the gap between 
us and unite us because we have one objective and because we consider ourselves 
responsible for the interests of our male and female students. It is the interests 
of the male and female students that lie behind all the measures that are taken. 

We are prepared to take students’ opinions and observations into consideration, and 
our readiness to do so is based on the certainty that when our actions are predi- 
cated upon our duties, they are dictated by the public good and what we see as our 
duty to serve the public interest. I do not want to be long-winded. I want you to 
have the full opportunity to ask all the questions that you have." 








The dialogue began with a question about the reasons that led the Ministry of Edu- 
cation to issue the recent decisions regarding the student's missions. The person 
who posed the question said that he considered his question to be an introduction 
to the dialogue process. 


The minister said, "I will try to answer this question as comprehensively as I can. 
| said from the outset that the purpose of everything we do is to serve the stu- 
dente--male and female. There have been new circumstances and surrounding 
conditions that have required the introduction of amendments to the regulations 

for etudents' missions which were drawn up in 1960. A few fraternal countries 
nearby have operated on these regulations. What these countries have indicates 

the extent of the developments that have been introduced into the students’ mission 
regulations. We are trying to have Bahrain students studying abroad devote them- 
selves to learning and to acquiring the necessary qualifications so that they 

would return to their country and serve it in the area that it needs. We must keep 
male and female students from becoming involved in conduct that would not be bene- 
ficial to them at present or in the future. Therefore, it was our opinion that the 
students’ mission regulations include conditions that would make the male or female 
student devote himself or herself to learning. 


"We found that the student whose father has vouched for him and signed a pledge on 
his behalf may be in a position to think before he becomes involved in conduct that 
would not benefit his present or his future. The amendment we introduced to the 
students’ mission regulations is not a novelty in those regulations. It has its 
analogues in regulations governing students’ missions in nearby fraternal countries 
and in other fraternal countries. As we know constitutions copy each other, and 
the regulations governing students' missions which we heeded and referred to are 
those of Jordan and Qatar, for example. We find that in those regulations, whether 
the parent makes a pledge for his son, secures a financial bond for him or pays 
back the money that was spent for the student if he exhausts the number of times 
he can fail and is expelled from the university, the parent has to pay back the 
money that was spent for him. This is enforced in Qatar even though the financial 
capability is available there. Nevertheless, this condition is mentioned and can 
be found in the regulations that are applied in Qatar." 


Regarding a question around the reason behind the decision to ban coeducation in 

Al Khalij [Gulf] University despite the fact that education in Al Khalij Industrial 
College and in Bahrain University College is coeducational, the minister of educa- 
tion replied, "I do not know to what extent my colleagues [e. this panel] are 
willing to entertain this question, because it would sidet.ack us from the subject 
of this meeting, which is being held to discuss decisions that were made recently. 
Nevertheless, the answer is that this was a decision made by the congress which 
approved the establishment of Al Khalij University. [This] congress represents a 
number of ministers of education in the area, anc it is their opinion that education 
at Al Khalij University should not be coeducational. This was the decision of the 
congress. It would be difficult for us to change it or to have the freedom to 
change it. Bahrain is host to the university, and since there are seven countries 
[sponsoring the university] with every country having its opinion, a decision is 
made on the basis of what the majority decides, and it was the opinion of the 
majority that education should not be coeducational. 
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Governmental Decisions 


One of the students asked about the agency that made the recent decisions. Was it 
the Ministry of Education or another agency? The student said, "If it was the 
Ministry of Education that issued the decisions, would it not have been more useful 
for the ministry to discuss them with the students just as it is doing so now?" The 
student said, "The decisions have been put into practice and have been implemented, 
and I do not know what possible use our meeting now could have! Will we be able to 
change some of these decisions at this meeting?" 


The minister of education replied, "I would like to mention here that I had the 
honor of meeting the prince and the prime minister with the representatives of 
Bahrain students’ clubs abroad. [Our] colleague Hasan al-'Abasi here was listen- 
ing. Colleague al-'Abasi began by saying that he thanked the Ministry of Education 
for the decisions it issued. When it was the prime minister's turn to speak, he 
was careful to say that the decisions that were made were government decisions even 
though they were issued by the Ministry of Education. The decisions were issued, 
and it was natural that they be issued by the Ministry of Education because this 

is its area of jurisdiction." 


The minister said, "I do not think that these decisions infringe upon a student's 
freedom. What was intended was to designate and to determine the area of special- 
ization. The country needs specializations, and the material capabilities are 
limited. Therefore, it was important to confine the scholarships and the grants 
to the areas that are needed by the country. In this, there is no infringement 
whatsoever on the student, or on his freedom to choose, as some are saying. 


"We did stipulate that the student not be involved in any political activity be- 
cause we know from experience that a number of male and female students ruined their 
futures because they were interested in politics. We know that there are political 
organizations that try to take advantage of students, and it is our duty to keep 

our children the students away from this exploitation so that they would have the 
time to study because the country needs scientific cadres." 


One of the students asked about the reasons that led to issuing a decision to pre- 
vent students from traveling to other countries, other than the one country where 

each has his scholarship. He also asked about the need for a student to return to 
Bahrain during the vacation. The student who raised that question said that with 

this decision the Ministry of Education was preventing the student from practicing 
one of his rights as a citizen, which is the right to travel, a right provided for 
him by the constitution. 


The minister of education replied, “The assumption behind issuing any one of chese 
decisions is to protect the student and safeguard him from everything that might 
hurt him.” He said that the passport determined the countries where the student 
may travel; however, students did travel to other countries and got into trouble. 


"The student says that such conduct is freedom, but it may be explained as involve- 
ment in problems that the student does not need. A student who is studying in 
Kuwait is asked to go to the place of his student mission in Kuwait, to study 

and return to Bahrain. In 4 years he graduates; and after he graduates, he can go 
anywhere he wants to go. But while he is a student, he is not to travel to any 
country that is not mentioned on his passport." 
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Mrs Safiyyah Dawighar director of student missions said, "With regard to the 
condition to return to Bahrain, the minstry thinks that this condition represents 
the tie that exists between it and its students abroad. Summer is a pertod during 
which the student can consult with the Ministry of Education, and the ministry can 
consult with the student. Likewise, the student has a ticket for | year only, and 
it would not permit him to travel to any other places. Some students get themselves 


into trouble by traveling to places other than those provided to them by their 
tickets." 


Abiding by Regulations 


One of the students said, "I consider this a curtailment of freedom. A student is 
not a child. The law gave him rights, and when he reaches the age of 18, he be- 
comes an independent person and he does not even need the approval of his parent 

to travel abroad." The minister of education replied, "If I am permitted, I would 
like to add that obeying regulations does not mean curtailment of freedom. A pass- 
port is a document issued by the state to determine the countries to which the 
passport bearer can travel. Abiding by this means abiding by regulations. Abiding 
by regulations does not mean renouncing personal freedom. There are instances in 
which some students departed from the mandate provided for them in the passport, and 
they traveled to countries that were not mentioned in the passport. We are being 
asked by the state to ensure that the students conduct themselves well and that 
they follow the instructions determined in the travel document carefully." 


Dr Jalil al-'Arid said, "Stipulating that the student not leave the country where 
he is studying during the period of his study came about because there were in- 
stances when a male or female student left the country of the student mission. 
This resulted in several problems. Let me give you an example. The father of one 
of the female students came to us and told us that his daughter had left the coun- 
try where she had been studying with a non-Bahraini citizen. They had gone to a 
neighboring country, and they did get married without the knowledge or approval of 
the father or of the embassy of Bahrain in that country. 


"There is the case of a student who left the United States with handbills, and 
when he arrived to another country, he was arrested. The handbills were taken 
away from him, and his passport was stamped so that he would not be permitted to 
enter that country. When he returned to the United States, they stamped his pass- 
port, ‘Not to be admitted to the United States.’ When he arrived at the airport of 
one of the European countries, his passport was stamped, ‘Not to be admitted to 
that country.’ They asked him, ‘How much money do you have?' When they found out 
that he had enough money for a ticket to Bahrain, they reserved a ticket for hin, 
and they returned him to Bahrain. Hence came the special decision not to allow a 
student to travel to any other place from the country where his student mission is 
located." 


The Question of Traveling 


One of the students said, "The undersecretary brought up the question of traveling, 
and he brought up a subject that touches me personally. I am the student who was 
denied admission to Canada, to the United States and to Britain. I am that student. 
But why was [ denied admission? Why did that happen? This happened for political 
reasons that pertain to the Palestinian question. I came here, and the Ministry 
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of Education was supposed to have defended me as a student who had reached his 
fourth year. But the ministry did not defend me, It did not even agree that I 
should continue my studies at my own expense in the area where | was studying. 1 
met with a number of officials in the Ministry of Education, and they said that the 
subject was outside the scope of the Ministry of Education and that I would have to 
deal with the Ministry of Interior on that matter even though it is purely an 
educational matter." 


The minister of education commented on the student's comment and said, "I would 

like to thank my friend for two reasons. First, [because] he is practically the 
only one who is raising questions, and this is making the debate lively. The second 
reason is that he did in fact give us the example, and he proved that we are truth- 
ful when we say that we are trying to spare the students involvement in problems 

not even the Ministry of Education can solve." 


The Union Ils Non-Existent 


One of the students asked about the paragraph which pertained to the political 
organization and which was mentioned in the decisions. The student said, "Does 
belonging to a political organization mean the National Union of Bahrain Students?" 
The minister replied, "The Ne ional Union for Bahrain Students is not implied in 
the special paragraph pertaining to belonging to a political party for the simple 
reason that officially and legally the union does not exist. I remember that this 
union was trying to obtain official recognition from the government 6 years ago. 
The response of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs--and it is this ministry 
which is authorized to give official permits to clubs and associations--was that it 
would be difficult for us to recognize this union because it does not operate in 
Bahrain and we would not be able to become acquainted with its activities. The 
problem continues to exist because the union is outside Bahrain." 


The same student commented again on the right to travel and the question of marriage. 
He said, "The student is a citizen, and the constitution and the law have guaranteed 
him the freedom to travel. Likewise, the subject of marriage is 2 personal subject 
that pertains to the student's rights. It is governed only by the general Laws 
which govern the country." 


There was a discussion between the minister and the students about the vossibility 
of presenting these decisions to the students for their opinion before they are 
issued. The minister said, "From a practical point of view this is not possible. 
If we had a parliament, we would have presented these decisions or any other 
decisions before issuing them." 


The Gap and Sensitivities 


One of the students touched upon the gap and the sensitivities that exist between 
the students and the government, represented by the Ministry of Education and the 
embassies abroad. The student proposed the idea of establishing a dialogue between 
officials and students. He said, "As a national union for Bahrain students we ask 
why don't we have this dialogue?" Then he said, "Do the clubs for Bahrain students 
represent the students of Bahrain? There are organizations that represent the vast 
majority of Bahrain students in the country and abroad, but they have not been 
recognized. If it has been said that there was a union for Bahrain students abroad, 
then there are also clubs for Bahrain students abroad." 
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The minister said, "The National Union of Bahrain Students is an organization that 
officially does not exist. Today, a number of students came to my office asking to 
meet with me. I asked the secretary to notify them that I would welcome meeting 
with them at any time as students who are citizens of Bahrain [and studying] abroad, 
but that I could not meet with them as representatives of any union because the 
student's union is a non-existent organization." 


One of the students said, "The minister mentioned that there was a group of male 
and female students who had ruined their futures. But what we see, however, is a 
group of male and female students who were confronted with a set of difficulties 
after they arrived in Bahrain, and specifically those who are members of the 
National Union for Bahrain Students. Is the fact that those students are members 
in the union the reason for their being subjected to these difficulties?" 


Limited Capabilities 


The minister replied, "All that I want to say is that Bahrain is a country of 
limited capabilities. Bahrain's real wealth lies in its students. We acknowledge 
that there is a number of male and female students who become involved in political 
matters and who antagonize the government. This makes the specialized authorities 
in the country take measures against them that are necessary. It is within the 
jurisdiction of security agencies and security authorities to establish security 

in the country. If they find elements that are dangerous to the security [of the 
country], they have to take all the measures to limit the effectiveness of those 
who work against security and its establishment in the country." 


One of the students raised the question of not recognizing the National Union for 
Bahrain Students a third time. He said, "The union applied for recognition 8 years 
ago. Why didn't the ministry approve this request despite the fact that the auth- 
orities have recognized Bahrain clubs and union members are many times more than 
Bahrain club members?" 


The minister replied, "It would be best to be extremely candid here. With regard 
to recognizing the National Union for Bahrain Students I have already mentioned 
that the agency which has the authority to grant such recognition in the Ministry 
of Labor and Social Affairs which did say that the reason for not recognizing the 
union was the fact that it practices its activities outside Bahrain. 


"Second, it is not unknown to anyone that the union has adopted a political line 
that is almost antithetical to that of the government. Examples of this are 
numerous. There are handbills, pamphlets and numerous other positions that the 
union took. 


"The state began to wonder why the students of Bahrain were conducting themselves 

in fhis manner? Why did they oppose the government? Was it because the government 
had failed to look after the students? The state has always been asking why some 
students were against the government and against the state? Then the state per- 
ceived some reason, moderation and realism in some students. Those students are 

the students [who are members] of Bahrain clubs abroad. They are student who have 
not engaged in excesses. They are students who criticize but who do not exaggerate. 
Therefore, the state recognized the request of the clubs abroad and created for 

them this summer location because they represent the kind of students who must be 
helped." 
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One of the students spoke about the gap that exiete between the students and the 
government. He said, "The miniater has asked why there wae 4 gap between atudente 
and the government, and | am responding to this question. The National Union of 
Bahrain Students submitted a request to the Minietry of Education after the con- 
ference that established it which waa held abroad, The union requested that it be 
granted legitimacy so it can work in Bahrain and ao it can convene tte firet con- 
ference in Bahrain. The response from the ministry wae clear: it was rejection, 
The natural situation is for the union to have ite organization ineide the country 
juet ae it ie in Kuwait. In Kuwait the National Union for Kuwait Students exiete 
in Kuwait. We, however, for circumstances that were forced on us oursue our 
activities abroad. 


"After 1975 all the conveniences that used to be offered to the National Union of 
Bairain Studente were cut off. I would like to ask the minieter why the conven- 
fences were cut off when the clubs for Bahrain studente were established in 1976. 
There may be a gap, but why does thie gap exist? The Ministry of Education should 
have listened to students’ opinions. The National Union for Bahrain Students is 
prepared to engage in a wide-ranging dialogue with the ministry regarding studente' 
opinions and regarding establishing a student organization for use just like those 
that exist in all the countries of the world." 


Why Did Students Occupy Bahrain Embassy in Kuwait’ 


One of the students asked about the secret behind preventing some students from 
continuing their studies thie year, and he asked why the passports of some stu- 
dents were taken away. He asked about the role of the Ministry of Education in 
treating thie subject. 


The minister replied, “It is unfortunate that a limited number of male and female 
students subject themselves to strict measures. The strictest measure that may 
be taken against a student is to prevent him from continuing his studies. There 
are hundreds and thousands of students. Why were they not subjected to such de- 
cisions? If a etudent is engaged in activities considered by the security 
authorities to be infringing upon the security situation in the country, he has to 
bear the responsibility of his action.” 


One of the students suggested that a student who is deemed to have engaged in 
measures that threaten [the country's] security should be taken to court. The 
minister said, “There is no need for the courts if the measure of taking away the 
paseport or that of preventing the student from continuing hie studies is adequate. 
All these measures are practiced in other countries. A student is taken to court 
if he does something that requires taking him to court. Only those who engage in 
poor conduct, and they are few, have measures taken against then.” 


The minister said, "A very emall number of male and female students behave very 
poorly, such as the attempt to occupy the embassy of Bahrain in Kuwait and the 
offices of the Arab League in New York.” 


One of the students commented on the subject and said, “The minister spoke about 
students occupying the embassy of Bahrain in Kuwait and the Bahrain consulate in 
Texas. I believe that Bahrain's problems are neither easy, nor are they few; they 
are growing every day, I believe that the embassies neglect the rights of students 
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abroad.” The student said, "When students resort to occupying an embassy, they are 
using the wrong approach, especially if [their action) is accompanied by sabotage. 
But for atudenta to Bo to an embassy and to have 4 aite-in in that embassy ie only 
a way of protesting.” 


The etudent said, "Regarding the fact that Bahrain studente occupied the embassy of 
Bahrain in Kuwait, what happened is that etudente entered the building in a peace- 
ful manner and eat in the building. This was a proper method for expressing their 
views. Thies would not have happened had there been communications between the 
ministry and ite students or between the embaray and the students, 


"But why did the students occupy the embassy? It is because the Muslim ambassador 
refused to meet with the etudente. It ts because the Muslim ambassador refused to 
solve the students’ problems. It is because the Muslim ambassador decided to take 
possession of the student's passports. It is because the Muslim ambassador adopted 
a method of exerting pressure on the students when he suspended the grante which 
are designated for their living expenses. But is suspending students’ grants to 
exert pressure on them an educational method?" 


Leftist Exremism is Rejected 


fhe minister said, "| disagree with the colleague about the matter of not meeting 
with the students. 1 was in Kuwait to attend the Fifth Conference for Ministers 
of Education, and | met with you for 4 hours, and the Muslim ambassador was with 
me. Everything that could have been said was said during the 4 hours. The stu- 
dents insisted nevertheless on their position. If there was any intransigence or 
stubborness it was unfortunately on the side of the students. 


“However, | would like to say that we consider ¢1l students our children: we con- 
sider students who are union members to be our children. We are prepared to sit 
with them, to talk with them and to do everything that is in their interests. But 
leftist political extremism must be confronied by the authorities of the state. 
This ts indisputable and incontrovertible. We are not prepared to acquiesce in 
extremist political activities that are carried out by some people." 


One of the etudents asked about why there were no scholarships in Cairo and Kuwait. 
Mre Safiyyah Dawighar replied, "Regarding scholarships in Cairo and Kuwait, Bahrain 
needed specializations in medicine, engineering and physical therapy. Our cultural 
attache in Cairo submitted these applications, but we did not get anything in these 
specializations. Regarding the other specializations, they are available at Uni- 
versity College in Bahrain. With regard to Kuwait, Kuwait suggested that these 
scholarships be granted to Bahraini citizens who have the Kuwaiti secondary school 
certificate. With regard to studying at the College of Medicine, there are five 
scholarships and all Gulf citizens are competing for them. The rate of acceptance 
comes to 96 percent.” 


16 Students Were Politically Invoived 


The meeting was concluded with a question from one of the students. He said, "If a 
student is prevented from studying abroad because he was accused of participating 
in @ party or in a political organization, for .xample, does he not have the right 
to know what he is being accused of, and does he not have the right to defend 
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himeelf? Thie charge may be based on erroneous foundations and information and 
mere doubts and suspicions. Does he not have the right to defend himself’ 


The minister replied: “What I know is that the number [of students who became 
politically involved) did not exceed 6 students who had scholarships and a limited 
number of grant recipients that may amount to 10. If the matter pertains to 16 
students who became involved politically and gave security authorities enough 
evidence so they can make a decision to prevent them from traveling, the objective 
is to prevent them from futher political involvement. If this is the case, the 
situation is not dangerous; but if the case pertains to forming a political party 
or otherwise, I do not have jurisdiction to take action in thie area." 


8592 
C80: 4802 


38 








PROBLEM OF DETERIORATING BUILDINGS IN CAIRO 
Cairo AL~AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic 25 Aug 80 pp 14-17 
[Article by Dr Milad Hanna. “The Tragedy of Collapsing Buildings Ie Not Over Yet!") 


[Text] On one of the days of the gsonth of Ramadan, at dawn, there was once again 
the tragedy of a building collapsing, thie time in al-Sherabiyah. It resulted in 
the death of a large number of our citizens. This tragedy, which is becoming an 
occurrence which happens almost every year, has brought up the question of building 
maintenance, prolonging the life of the buildings end examining the dossier of the 
“hypothetical life-span" of the buildings. This is « term which has been used a 
great deal by engineers without this term having any realistic meaning or ecientific 
basis; ae far as I know, thie subject has not even been brought up yet. 


The Economic Life-Span of Buildings 


I can perhaps understand why economists discuss the life-span of a building from the 
investment point of view. This question is worthy of being studied, especially since 
there has been a change in the type of ownership of real estate, which used to be 
that the individual owned “all of the land and the buildings on it." In that case, 
at least the individual owned the land even after the buildings collapsed, that is, 
when the life-span of the building iteelf was over. Right now there is a noticeably 
strong trend toward having the ownership of apartmente and residential unite. In 
most cases, the sales contracts between the original owner, who owns all of the real 
estate, and the owner of the single apartment stipulates that the latter not share 

in the ownership of the land. That is, the owner of the apartment owns the wails, 
floor and roof of the location where he lives. That is, he has the espace, the air 
and the use of the area, but he does not have the land. For this reason, if the 
building collapses for any reason, then the investor who bought this residential 

unit ends up with practically nothing when the life-span of this residential unit 

is over, in spite of the fact that the “ownership” of the unit has been “transferred” 
to him. This is especially true in the case of concret+ structures in tall 
buildings, because it becomes extremely expensive when you want to tear them down 

and get rid of then. 


For this reason I believe that, at the beginning of the next century, the subject 
of a building's economic life-span will have to be presented in light of these new 
facts. Up till the beginning of the seventies the prevailing trend of thinking was 
that the building yields profit which is equal to the amount paid into it-——during 
the course of about 20 years at the moet. That is to say, it would yield an 
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average net return estimated at about 5 percent of the value of the real estate, 
There were additional expenses for maintenance, real estate taxes, water supply, 
use of electricity for the stairway, the doorman and #0 on, These expenses were 
estimated at about 3 percent of the annual rent payments. 


A lot of people engaged in thie type of investment from 1952 to about 1974. They 
did so on the basis that it wae 4 semi-permanent and stable seans of earning 

profit. in addition to this, it was known that the prices of real estate and land 
were steadily going up, year after year. That is, the rise in prices of land and 
real estate was more or less keeping pace with the rate of inflation. But the 
current situation ie such that the matter of investment in buildings and constructing 
residential unite for the purpose of renting them out requires that the investore 
make an economic etudy in light of the high cate of inflation as well ae in light 

of the rise in interest rates for bank deposits. 


At the outset we muet concede that the language of Law No 49 of 1977, which makes 
stipulations concerning rental property, ie already economically dead, and it is in 
nobody's interest to print ite obituary. 


This Law allows for a profit of 7 percent of the value of the land and 10 percnet 

of the value of the buildings on it, without allowing for any expenses or consumption 
of water and electricity. What investor is going to choose to construct an apart- 
ment building to rent out unite in it at these rates of profit when he can deposit 
his money in Type 8 investment certificates which yield a constant profit of 1) 
percent, without him having to expend any effort or undertake any risk, ae is the 
case in business dealings involving different kinds of foreign currency which yield 
even greater profit? 


let us suppose that an average investor wants to invest his money in a condominium 
apartment, and that the value of the apartment, for some reason, is as low as 
10,000 Egyptian pounds. Let us aleo suppose that he is able to rent it to an 
average family at 4 rate which gives him 12 percent of his capital (in order for 
him to recieve a rate of profit which is at least a little bit higher than in the 
case of Type B investment certificates). This means that the basic monthly rent 
will be 100 pounds, and does not include any of the services or taxes which quet be 
paid extra by the tenant. All this presumes that he has been successful in finding 
a tenant who is able to pay this amount of money and that the apartment will never 
be unoccupied during the course of 10 years. The apartment owner will have made a 
profit equal to or being slightly more than his capital. Most likely his profit 
will be a result of the fact that the value of the apartment will have gone up in 
order to match the rate of inflation which has taken place during the course of 
these 10 years. Otherwise, he will have suffered a loses because if there has been 
inflation of 200 percent, that is, an inflation rate of 20 percent per year, then the 
market price of the apartment would have to be 30,900 pounds. And it is doubtful 
that this would happen. 


This being true, the apartment must have a long life-span--at least 30 or 40 yeare-- 
and ite value gust constantly increase at 4 rate which is higher then the rate of 
inflation. Otherwise, people would not venture to buy apartments for the purpose 

of renting them out. 





It ie clear from all of thie that investing capital in the construction of apartment 
buildinge for the purpose of renting out the apartments ie not the moat appropriate 
way of inveating large amounte of capital for people who build Large multi-unit 
buildings. Likewlee, it ie clear that the purchase of one or several apartments 
for the purpose of renting them out unfurnished ie not the kind of project which 
average investors feel encouraged to engage in. Thus, it is certein that the 
private sector will not enter into the problem of housing for the purpose of solving 
it. Inetead, the private sector will invest ite goney in the construction of 
buildings and the sale of apartments in these buildinge. Thies is because thie is 
an operation of limited duration, involving a fixed aumber of yeare, in which the 
investment of the capital is carried out, the profite are earned, and then the 
investors ewitch over to some other business operation. 


Another thing for certain ie that a single apartment ie not purchased for the 
purposes of investment. It is purchased for the purpose of use, in the sense that 
whoever buys the apartment is basically doing so because he wants to use it and 
live in it. Thus, it is the housing problem which is the motive for those with 
omall amounts of savings, especially in the case of workers who work abroad, to 
purchase the commodity which is known as an “apartment.” There is a demand among 
such people for apartments and they are forced to buy them in apite of the fact 
that they are expensive because it represents the only means of obtaining housing. 


If concern about economic problems were left to those who specialize in that field, 
then the readere would perhaps expect me to write in more detail about the construc- 
tion life-span of buildings. In thie regard, it would be best at the outset to 
differentiate between what is called a building's utilization life-span, from the 
point of view of design, and the building's construction life-span, which has to 

do with ite capability of standing up before it is finally torn down. 


A Building's Architectural Life-Span 


The utilization life-span of a building represents the period of time in which a 
building performe its function, from the point of view of utilization and benefit, 
in the time and age in which it existe. Let me illustrate what is meant by this 
by giving some simple examples which are widespread and well-known in the real 
of housing. 


Numerous palaces were built during the last century on the basis that their 
inhabitants were wealthy people. It was understood that families living in them 
consisted of numerous children, that the heads of the households had perhaps more 
than one wife in the same residence, and that the families had either a small or 
large number of servants who took care of then. 


Because of this, there was the “haramlik" [women's quarters] where the female 
members of the family lived, there was the “salamlik" [reception room] where 
receptions and parties were held, and other areas of the palace which served the 
life-style which prevailed during those times. 


As the years passed, the generation of people inheriting all of this disappeared. 
They were replaced by a new generation of people who were not content with the 
life-style which was lived by their fathers and grandfathers. They preferred to 
live in a simple apartment in which every square meter of floor space was utilized, 
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in contrast to the empty, sprawling spaces, which were not utilized, in a structure 
which at one time was considered to be very valuable, but is no longer considered 
appropriate in this modern age. 


This phenomenon is not something which is restricted to Egypt or to the countries 
of the developing world. It is a change in life-style which is occurring in all 
parte of the world. This has also actually taken place in England and in a number 
of European countries. For example, a number of sons of lords and other such 
people have abandoned their castles in the countryside and preferred living in 
regular apartments in large cities. They have announced the sale of these castles 
to wealthy Arabs, for whom this life-style is more appropriate in our modern times. 


On the other side of the coin, peasants on large feudal estates lived--and in some 
cases continue to live--in places which more nearly resemble lairs or shelters 
consisting of walle which protect a pereon while he is sleeping. They are not 
residences in the modern sense of the word, made for self-respecting human beings 
to live in. But then the new generation refused to live in these shelters and dens 
and started demanding modern residences having bath and heating facilities and other 
such facilities corresponding to modern man's growing needs. 


For this reason, it is a difficult job to determine in advance, and for certain, 
the utilization life-span of a building. This is because whoever undertakes to 
construct the building usually constructs and designs it according to what he 
visualizes as being his own needs and the needs of his children. He sees these 
needs as being constant and eternal. But soon his generation goes, and it is 
replaced by another generation whose needs have changed and whose aspirations are 
dafferent. 


In Egypt, for example, since the end of World War II we have witnessed many social 
changes which have had a direct effect on people's needs in terms of housing. In 
addition to this, there has been the appearance of new appliances which have had 
their effect on life inside the household--such as television sets, refrigerators 
and electric irons. They have become normal everyday things in most city households. 
Also, aspirations have quickly developed for appliances such as heaters, air 
conditioners and things of this sort. All of these things have a definite effect 
on the utilization life-span of residences. The amount of floor space covered by 
the vesicence is constantly changing and the relation between the rooms and 
different parts of the residence is constantly undergoing development and modifi- 
cation. For this reason, the building which was suitable for living in around the 
end of the 19th century may not be suitable at all for tue life of, and utilization 
by, a family in the 20th century. And no doubt the generations of the next century 
will reject the thought of living in residential buildings such as we have now. 
Thus, it will be decided to tear down many of these buildings. This is not because 
they have reached the point of collapsing or because they do not provide appropriate 
economic profit. We make © ‘*ctsion to tear down such buildings because the 
formation, “arrangement,” ou .. of sur*ace area and perhaps even the height and 
facade of the buidldings--and in some cases even the materials that they are made 
of--are no longer considered to be appropriate for the times. In such cases we say 
that the utilization life-span of the building is over. 
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Stopping Deterioration In the Buildings Or the Coneatruction Life-Span 





Perhaps the most important thing, when discussing the life-span of buildings, is 
the matter of sudden collapse of residential buildings. This is something which is 
extremely important because it usually concerns an even greater tragedy, that is, 
the end of the lives of some of the people who live in these buildings. 


Up till now no one has been able to come up with a clear scientific approach or 
accurate method to determine the life of a building in terms of days or houre or to 
predict that thie or that building will collapse in a month, a year or several vears, 
as they are able to make predictions concerning some malignant diseases which attack 
man. 


The Great Pyramid is still standing and challenging the passage of time, and it is 
expected that its life will continue for thousands of years more. At the same 
time, engineers are doing their utmost to save the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy. 


It is true that there are complicated and ever-changing engineering theories 
involving the design of buildings, bridges, transmission towers and so on. These 
theortes have been reduced to the status of laws in the forme of exact specifications 
which must be heeded when working out the blueprint of anything to be constructed. 
These extraordinary studies determine what engineers generally refer to as the 
“safety factor." This means that a structure will not collapse when it bears the 
limit of what the structure was designed to bear according to the specifications. 
The building or structure is able to stand up to a load twice as much as this, or 
even more, before it collapses. In such a case it is said that the structure's 
safety factor is "2." Perhaps the clearest example of thie is the fact that a 
bridge is usually designed to withstand the weight of a 70-ton tank. But in fact 
the bridge is capable of withstanding twice as much weight as this before it will 
start to crack. 


Thus, the majority of modern structures have actually been designed according to 
specifications and load limits which are known and have been determined. Then the 
construction of them is supervised in order to make sure the construction materials 
are used in conformity with the technical provisions which are fixed in the specifi- 
cations. Then the result will necessarily be a etructure which is safe and will 

not collapse. This is, of course, unless the structure is subjected to forms of 
stress which are basically unexpected, for example, fires, explosions and bombs. 


In spite of all of this architectural knowledge, none of the specifications in 

Egypt or any other place in the world are capable of determining the number of years 
after which a given structure will collapse. From the purely theoretical point of 
view, the life-span of structures such as this which are well-designed and which 
have been constructed with care, with safety in mind, and without cutting corners, 
will extend for hundreds of years. Thus, they would not reach the point of 
collapsing. But they will be torn down due to other factors, previously referred 
to, which involve the economic or utilization life-span of the strucutre. 


But there are older buildings which have been constructed “with God's blessings," 
and without any deeigning. There are others which are constructed according to 

well thought-out and exact design, but the construction is carried out with inferior 
materials and according to non-technical principles--or there is stealing and 
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pilfering of the construction materials, Or else additional stories are put on 
buildings without exact technical studies being made beforehand. All structures 
constructed in this manner are dangerous and their life-apan cannot be determined 
because no detailed study has been made to find out the actual statue of all of 
these structures, 


This is why, my dear readers, you see that we etand before a real and serious 
catastrophe concerning everything that has to do with thie endless number of 
buildings about which nothing is known. The majority of residential buildings in 
our country have no blueprint and were not constructed according to any specifica- 
tions. The construction of all of them has been a matter of expertise of the owner 
and the builder who was either skilled or unskilled and was called the "“banna" 
{("budlder" in the colloquial Egyptian dialect]. 


This being true, I can expect--as I have expected in the past and as many others 
also expected--that the collapse of the building in al-Sharabiyah will be followed 
by the collapse of other buildings in al-Sharabiyah and in other places. Unless 
people stop adding additional stories to older buildings about which nothing is 
known, then there will be many more such collapses of buildings and all of the human 
tragedy which they entail. 


[| do not have any complete and comprehensive solution regarding existing buildings. 
But one very good solution would be to take all possible precautions concerning 
construction in the futute. Licensing for building construction should not be 
granted except on the basis of technical principles and specifications which are 
sound and which must be followed in practice. 


[ sympathize with those who, because of the building and houseing crisis, are forced 
to violate the law. Investigations have shown that owners of buildings have not 
violated the law because they wanted to cause a catastrophe to themselves, their 
families and their neighbors. What they have wanted primarily is to solve the 
housing problem for their children, neighbors or relatives. Experience has taught 
us that as long as we do not put thought into solving human problems and try to 
provide human beings with the possibility to lead a decent life, the logical result 
of this negligence and negative attitude, on the part of the government agencies 
concerned, will be to push people into following a path and engaging in practices 
which are crooked. The result of this will be the backwardness and destruction 

of the social, human and economic structure of our country; this is why mention must 
be made of this. 
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MINISTER ANNOUNCES EXPANSION OF TELEPHONE SERVICE 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 20 Sep 80 p 2 


[Text] In an exclusive interview with the PARS NEWS AGENCY, the minister of 
Post, Telegraph and Telephone, Dr Mahmud Qandi, spoke about the new programs 
of his ministry and about the plan for the development of telephone and post 
facilities and services in the country. 


Regarding the plan for the development of the telephone services in the prov- 
inces Dr Qandi said that priority in the plan would be given to the deprived 
provinces and to those cities and districts that had been neglected under the 
previous regime. "Our present potential," he said, "would provide about 
100,000 telephone installations for applicants." If the economic and technical 
conditions permitted, the project would be expanded in the coming years, he 
pointed out. The minister of PTT then spoke about the part-time telephone pro- 
ject which called for the sharing of telephones by the people and the government 
departments. About the possibility of the expansion of this project he said 
that the project had been started for some time and that it could be continued. 
A number of telephone lines had been allocated under the new arrangement. As 
regards the manner of using such telephone numbers, he said that his ministry 
had written letters to various government agencies and asked them to put at the 
disposal of the communications company the telephones that were not in use dur- 
ing the whole 24 hours of the day so that these telephones could be used for 
allocation on a part-time basis. 


Dr Qandi underscored the shortage of postal services in rural areas and in dis- 
tant towns. The entire postal manpower of the nation was 10,000 persons, he 
said. With a view to the speed in postal services, this force mst be aug- 
mented, he added. 


The minister also said that it was part of the policy of the postal administra- 
tion to fight against corruption in and abuse of postal services in connection 
with the contraband of illicit goods and with the illicit movement of goods. 

lt was a general policy of the government to extend postal services to the far- 
away and underprivileged parte of the country, he said. However, he added, the 
expansion of roads was a prerequisite of postal services expansion because, he 
reasoned, the development of postal services would not be possible without 
first securing road communication. The minister of PTT then spoke about the 
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expansion of telecommunications and the contracts signed with foreign countries. 
Many of the contracts had been abrogated and those which were worth implementing 
had been modified so that they would become reasonable, he said. Another issue 
under consideration was the appropriate cooperation that the minister of PTT 
could mutually establish with technical companies. Some companies, however, had 
previously installed certain equipments in Iran and had subsequently failed to 
fulfill their financial and technical obligations during the revolution on 
various excuses. Such companies, he accused, would not extend the necessary 
cooperation for the improvement and advancement of the contracts. They were 
thinking of economic ban on Iran, he said. "We watch the behavior of these 
companies closely and intend to prepare a long-term schedule to phase these 
companies out," he warned. 


In conclusion, the minister of PTT spoke about relations with the populace. He 
said that there was a stream of requests from various provinces and city regions 
for converting the magnetic system telephone to an automatic central switchboard 
system. "We know that the nation suffers from many deprivations in the area of 
telecommunications," he admitted. But, he explained, the people should realize 
that the nation's economic and technical resources were limited. The government, 
he assured, is doing its best, though. The people should be realistic and note 
that the government needed time to materialize all the needs of the people, 
particularly in this case which involved technicality. "We have many deficiencies 
in technology and industry," he argued. "God willing (Ensha'allah)," he prom- 
ised, "all these deficiencies must be made good in the future." At any rate, 

the progress made after the revolution has been more positive and all operations 
have been more effective than in the past despite the economic ban and sever- 
ance of relations by foreign countries. Consequently the expansion of tele- 
phone services during this period was more than 10 percent of the entire work 
done in the last 10 years. Operations of the telecommunications and postal 
services were on a much faster pace than before. Moreover, these operations 

were of a basic and fundamental character and were free from the window dress- 
ing aspects of the content-poor projects of the past, he said. 
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IRAN 


STEEL MILL TRYING TO SOLVE COAL PROBLEMS 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 17 Sep 80 p 14 
[Article by Dr Mohammad Reza Hasanzadeh] 


[Text] Supply of Coke to Esfahan Iron Smelting Plant and Its Present 
Bott lenecks 


The Esfahan Iron Smelting Plant which had been originally planned to achieve 
an ultimate production capacity of 8 million tons of steel a year after imple- 
menting several projects (1 - 4) is still in its first phase of productivity, 
viz. 600,000 tons of steel per annum, 15 years after the contract of the indus- 
try was signed. 


The second project of this institution--which is nearing completion--would boost 
production to 1.9 million tons of steel per year. However, the additional pro- 
duction capacity has remained idle and stagnant because of lack of coal or be- 
cause there are no mines ready for exploitation. That this plant has not been 
developed over a long time is, of course, a big issue open to debate. It calls 
for a separate analysis. However, it can briefly be said that if any industry 
was to be established in Iran the West wanted it to be dictated according to a 
precise scheme so that the imposition of the imperialist technology would 
follow and so that Iran would become even more dependent on the West. On the 
other hand, the introduction of the direct reduction method--a new and as yet 
untested method in many ways, posing many problems for its developers--in the 
development of Iran's steel mill was in itself a dangerous pitfall and a snare 
in the mesh of dependency of the recipient on the donor country. The develop- 
ment of the Esfahan steel mill along this line made for further sinking of Iran 
in the quagmire of foreign dependency--one from which it would virtually be 
impossible for Iran to disentangle herself. As we see today, after the victory 
of our magnificent revolution, under the unrelenting leadership of the "chain- 
busting" Imam Khomeyni, these wicked contractors have left the projects half- 
finished and thus inflicted billions of tumans of additional economic damage on 
Iran. 


Iran's Coal Mines and Their Coking Capacity 


Geological surveys indicate that Iran has coal deposits totaling 6 billion tons 
of exploitable coal, more than 4 billion tons of which can be turned into coke. 
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It is notable that 1.5 billion tons of coal is concentrated in the Kerman 
region while the other 4.5 billion tons is scattered in the region of the 
Alborz Range. A further deposit of 500 million tons of high-grade cokable 
coal has been discovered in Tabas region in Khorasan Province. About half a 
billion tons of coal of KJA and KJB grades is available in the Kerman coal 
mines which can achieve the desired coking quality once mixed with other 

types of coal at varying ratios. As can be noted, a considerable quantity of 
this coal is cokable and can meet the metallurgical needs of our iron-smelting 
industry. 


The Present Deficiencies of Iranian Coal 


At the beginning of the revolutionary era we took note of the deficiencies 
and problems of Iran's iron smelting industry, especially in the area of coal 
supply. We dispatched a team of students to Esfahan to study the cas° so that 
the physical quality of the coke, including its increased erosion-resistance 
can be enhanced by the research section of the plant. Unfortunately, the 
traditional bureaucratic problems of underemployment and lack of interest in 
research were encountered from the very outset. Basically, the engineering 
group did not believe in tackling the task. Consequently, we failed to carry 
out the intended experiments. However, in the process of our studies we came 
across the records of years of research and survey that had been consigned to 
oblivion. Obviously, the old criteria could not easily be removed from the 
iron smelting plant which was chiefly a window-dressing proposition, and the 
problems that we wanted out of the way could not exactly be solved radically. 
At any rate we believe that the problems of the Iranian coal that have bec 
studied by us can be summed up as follows: More than 20 coal mines in Ke. in 
and Alborz regions which are exploited mostly have varying degrees of ash and 
a low rate of erosion resistance. Since they were not bent on the development 
of the coal mines in the past, they purchased some quantity of coal from West 
Germany and mixed it with the Iranian coal to offset this deficiency. 


The documents which have been examine and researched indicate that if appro- 
priate quantitative and qualitative use is made of the coal presently extracted 
from each mine, and if they are mixed correctly, this problem can be obviated 
to an acceptable extent. 


Solution of the Problem 


In order to expand the Esfahan Iron Smelting Plant to a production capacity of 
8 billion tons of steel per annum, the coal mines of Kerman and the Northern 
region must be developed. This development must begin as soon as possible. 

As for making Furnace No 2 operational, since the second phase of the project 
which raised the production level to 1.9 million tons a year would be very 
lucrative, this development should be attempted as soon as possible. 


l. There are many small coal mines around Esfahan which are superficial and 
can be strip-mined. In order to be able to put both furnaces of the plant on 
stream, the local people should be encouraged to exploit and sell the coal to 
the plant. 


2. The mine should be inspected as soon as possible and in case its coal is 
found to be of high quality, it should be used. Therefore, efforts should be 
made for obviating this problem. - 
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IRAN 


JAPAN REPORTEDLY TO CEASE BUYING IRANIAN OIL 


Paris NAME-YE RUZ in Persian 22 Sep 80 p 11 


[Text] The FINANCIAL TIMES reported that four Japanese companies which have imported 
heavy crude oil from Iran during the past year based on concluded contracts have 
announced that at the end of their contracts’ period in the coming week they will 

no longer import oil from Iran. REUTER said that a Japanese commission is now 
spending time in Iraq in order to increase Japanese oil imports from that country 
from 8 million to 11 million tons annually. 


According to the report by the FINANCIAL TIMES heavy petroleum imports from Iran 
are the remainders of the year's trade of crude oil imports which have continued 
since last April, when Iran raised the price of a barrel of its light crude to $35 
and Japan refused to purchase it. 


After Japan's abstention, Iran refused co load Japanese tankers but continued its 
heavy oil exports according to contract. This contract expires at the end of 
September. The four companies, "Mitsui," "Marubeni," "Mitsubishi" and "Siaytuh" 
have expressed no interest in extending the contract. 


One of these four companies announced yesterday that for political and economic 
reasons it does not desire to renew its contract with the National Iranian Oil 
Company. The oil company, independent of its light crude exports, is very interested 
in exporting its heavy oil to Japan. 


According to the former contract, 2.8 million tons of heavy oil have been delivered 
to Japan in nine months. Japanese purchasers had accepted the relatively expensive 
price of heavy oil on the condition that light oil also be exported. Even if 

Japan agrees to again purchase heavy oil, doubtless the amount of purchase will be 
much less than the amount in the former contract. 


The Japanese companies which have oil deals with Iran say that the National Iranian 
Oil Company has the right to claim damages from the Japanese companies because of 
their refusal to accept light crude at the April price. But up till now the 
Iranian oil company has not announced that such damages are demanded. Any type of 
legal action by Iran against Japanese companies will certainly close possibilities 
of new negotiations concerning oil purchases from Iran. The four contracts which 
elapse next week make up the remainder of Japan's main petroleum imports from Iran. 
However, several small contracts will continue to hold for several more months. If 
the Japanese companies are so inclined, light Iranian oil is available to them at 
the price of $35 a barrel. But the Japanese companies are no longer inclined to 
purchase [Iranian oil because of political and economic reasons. The selling price 
of Iranian oil is expensive in comparison with similar oil arriving for sale on the 
spot market at $32 a barrel (from the Middle East and other oil-producing regions). 


9597 
CSO: 4906 49 





MULLAHS SEEK AID POR SISTAN, BALUCHISTAN 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 20 Sep 80 p 10 


[Text] A number of the Ulema (religious authorities) of the 
Sunni Sect met and discussed with Dr Ebrahim Yazedi, the 
supervisor of KEYHAN newspaper and the people's deputy at 
the Islamic Consultative Assembly (Jales), yesterday after- 
noon at the premises of KEYHAN newspaper. The Sunni reli- 
gious leaders talked with Dr Yagdi about economics, culture, 
religious security and the wishes of the people of Sistan 
and Baluchistan. Dr Yazedi promised that they would receive 
all kinds of assistance and that their problems would be 
solved. These people then sat down to chat with KEYHAN's 
reporter and anewered his questions. 


[Question] Would you explain why you came to KEYHAN? 


Molavi Shahdad: We came here to attend the “unity camp" organized for wider 
relationship with our brethren, as well as to discuss our problems and diffi- 
culties. 


[Question] What issues are at stake in Sistan and Baluchistan these days? 


[Answer! There are many bottlenecks. Economically, culturally and agricul- 
turally Baluchistan is crippled. Of course, there is expansive land but there 
is need for deep wells and motor pumps. Many roads have not been asphalted. 
Job opportunities must be generated in Sistan and Baluchistan. I mean that 
by bullding factories, jobs are created, too. Schools and university should 
be established here so that our youths do not go abroad. 


Wishes of Sunni Religious Leaders 


[Question] As religious authorities of the Sunnis what do you want from the 
government’ 


[Anewer| Firstly, the Radio and Television should not blaspheme the sancti- 
ties of the Sunnis. They should watch their words. 





Such profanities againat the Sunni brothers would provide pretext to the 
counterrevolutionaries to sow the seeds of division and hatred. The press 
should refrain from printing material against the Sunni religious leaders 

and their sacred things. In courte of law and offices of the government the 
Sunni religious authorities should be given a role just as the Shiite religious 
leaders are given roles in other cities. 


One of the wishes of the Sunni religious leaders ie to have the educational 
records of those Sunni Ulema who have studied in foreign countries, such as 
Pakistan, and have toiled for a lifetime to obtain their academic degrees, 
evaluated and to give these Ulema jobs, in educational and theological centers. 
The Ulema should be active in education so that the youth do not deviate. At 
present, the agnostics have penetrated the educational system and incite the 
people. If the Ulema are employed in education, such deviations would be pre- 
cluded, 


[Question] How true is the statement, as it were, that there is a schism 
between Shiiem and Sunniem? If it is not true, which group brings it up most’ 


Minor Differences 


[Anewer| The difference between Sunniem and Shiiem, like those among the reli- 
gions based on the prophet's traditions, are minor, but the previous regime 
blew these differences up to promote its own interests. But these differences 
were not extensive and they are now being gradually removed. After the victory 
of the revolution we did not have the kind of differences that could lead to 
mutual hatred. 


[Question] Have the revolutionary organs been active and effective in Sistan 
and Baluchistan? 


|Answer| The reconstruction campaign people have, to be fair, worked and are 
still working very hard. But these revolutionary organs lack adequate resources. 
The Reconstruction Campaign and the Corps have rendered effective service. The 
government should supply more resources to them and support then. 


The Molavi Ulema said that so long as no purging took place in other depart- 
ments, no revolutionary work could be performed. They endorsed the governor 
of Saravan and cited him as a sympathetic and revolutionary man. 


[Question) Are there any other issues being discussed in Sistan and Baluchis- 
tan in connection with the people?’ 


|Answer| The important issue is the poverty of the people. There is no trade 
in Sistan and Baluchistan. There are only two ways to make a living: to 
migrate abroad in order to pursue a livelihood or to engage in contraband. This 
is because employment is not correct in this region. To put an end to such 
problems, factories and productive centers should be set up and mines should 

be exploited. 
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Dr Yaedi's Suggest ions 


At this point Dr Yasdi suggested that an "Office of Sistan and Baluchistan" be 
created for coordinating the efforts for the solution of the problems and diffi- 
culties of Sietan and Baluchistan. He further suggested that some of the visit- 
ing Sunni Ulema remain in Tehran so that their problems would be followed up. 

Dr Yaedi said, "We are anxious to have your problems solved as soon as possible. 
Any problem is referred to us, we are for you and ready to serve." 


Dr Yazdi also touched on the long-term mission of the Sunni religious leaders 
and said, “You should tend to the minds of the young people. If, God forbid, 
they deviate, you are to blame. Just as the Shiite Ulema have moved the young 
people, you, too, can change the minds of the youth." Dr Yazdi added, "Unfor- 
tunately, there has not yet been any strong Islamic movement of a progressive 
nature in areas inhabited by Sunnis. In Baluchistan, it is you who should guide 
the youth. You should guide the youth and the people in the direction of Islam. 
Our revolution is an Islamic one and it has etrengthened your position among 
the Baluchis and has attracted the attention and favorable attitude of the 
people to you." 


At a later point, Dr Yazdi said, “In the beginning the Khans (chieftains) 
would obstruct any constructive work. They incited the people against the 
government and the Reconstruction Campaign. Now they have realized that the 
campaign is here to work for them--to sink wells and to install electricity. 
They asked themselves that if the campaign people wanted to do something 
positive why should they stop them?" 


[Question] If you have any statement in the way of a message, please make it. 
Attention to Theological Centers 


[Anewer] We want the theological centers of Sistan and Baluchistan to be 
given fundamental attention. We want the Sunni religious authorities to be 
used in the educational departments and judicial courts. We also want the 
theological degrees that you have earned abroad, such as in Pakistan, after 15 
to 20 years of hard work for learning theology to be evaluated and put to use. 
We want the residents of the border strip to be given jobs so that they may 
stay put and defend their fatherland instead of going to other places." 

Dr Yazdi also had a message addressed to the Majles asking the Majles to keep 
the Sunni religion, too, in mind while making laws. 


Statement of the Representative of the Imam's Publicity Office 


At the end of this visit, the representative of the Imam's Publicity Office 

who had accompanied the Sunni religious authorities to KEYHAN from the Theo- 
logical Center of Qom told the KEYHAN reporter: “In order to further strengthen 
the unity of the Shiite and Sunni religious leaders, such organs as the Recon- 
struction Campaign and the Corps had requested that a representative from the 
theological center visit Sistan and Baluchistan. I went there on my own accord. 
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In order to promote the unity, we began the preliminary etages. For inatance, 
we organized the Holy Koran Camp which was attended by the pupile of Sistan 
and Baluchistan city regions. We aleo staged various cultural and military 
mobilisation programe there. 


"When I went there | witnessed that the deprivation there was really stupen- 
dous. The officitale who were mostly the agente of the previous Khana and did 
not want to imperil their interests refrained from doing anything for the peo- 
ple. As even the name of Baluchistan was distant from the minds of the author- 
ities we decided to have Baluchiatan's cry heard. I had two interviews in 

that province in which | warned the officials of the office of the governor- 
general, the revolutionary prosecutor and the security centers. Later they 
began their attacks on me, 


"The problems are numerous. The most important issue is the governor-general. 
He should be a decisive, efficient and sympathetic person, not connected with 
any interest group, but must be supported by the central government as well.” 


9695 
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TRAQ 


ECONOMIC TRANSACTIONS WITH FRANCE ON INCREASE 
Paris AL-NAHAR AL~'ARABI WA AL-DUWALI in Arabic 20 Jul 80 p 33 


{Article by Ghassan Ma'luf: “In Addition to Providing Iraq With Promised 
Nuclear Station, French-Iraqi Economic Relations Open the Door for Iraq 
To Become an Industrialized Nation") 


(Text) The advanced state of French-Iraqi relations attracts attention. 
Iraq considers France as the only Western country characterized by 
independence in foreign policy and a clear position with regard to the 
Arab cause. France considers Iraq as the most stable Arab country, an 
oil supplier second only to Saudi Arabia and a potentially very large 
market for French products and equipment, both civilian and military. 


Since 1975 Iraq has established unique relations with France resulting 
from the personal ties between Mr Saddam Hussein, vice president of the 
Iraqi Revolution Council at the time, and the French Prime Minister 
Jacques Chirac. France has become the third-ranking economic partner 

of Iraq after Japan and West Germany. In addition, Iraq, which is a 
member of the nonalinement movement, has something in common with France, 
which, relatively speaking, has maintained some sort of independence 
from the two superpowers. Iraqi-French relations have been strengthened 
by the visit of Mr Raymond Barre, the French prime minister, in July 1979, 
and the return visit of Mr Sa'dun Hammadi, the Iraqi minister of foreign 
affairs, to Paris in June 1980, when he confirmed that President 

Giscard d'Estaing will visit Iraq next fall. 


Unbalanced Trade Exchange 


Transactions between France and Iraq are oumerous and cover various 
economic sectors. Trade between the two countries has increased rapidly 
during the past years, rising from a total of 2.5 billion francs in 1973 
to 6.6 billion in 1975, 11.7 billion in 1978, and 17.6 billion francs 

in 1979. However, the growth of trade between the two countries was 

not balanced, for it resulted in a French balance of trade deficit of 
1.8 billion france in 1973, 3.1 billion in 1975, 7.2 billion in 1978 and 
10.9 billion in 1979. This deficit was basically due to the increase 

in Iraqi ofl prices and oil exports to France, which amounted to 20.3 mil- 
lion tons at a cost of 9.5 billion francs in 1978, a 13-percent increase 
over 1977. These exports reached 24.9 million toms in the first months 
of 1980 [eic. should read: in 1979) representing 20.2 percent of total 
French oi] imports. 
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Thus, Lraq has become an oil supplier of France second only to Saudi Arabia, 
whose oil exports to France have reached 34.5 percent of total French 

oil imports. In comparison, Iraqi imports of French civilian goods were 
estimated at $540 million in 1978, putting France third in exports to Iraq 
wed oo, Germany (approximately $800 million) and Japan (approximately 

1 billion). 


In 1979 French exports of civilian goods to Iraq increased by 50 percent 
over their 1978 level, and were estimated at 3.38 billion france [1978 data 
are in dollars). The same year, French industrial firms concluded with 
Iraq contracts valued at 8 billion francs. This is in addition to a con- 
tract to build the new airport in Baghdad at an estimated cost of 

3,7 billion francs. 


Contracts in 1980 


At the beginning of 1980 several contracts were signed between Iraq and 
France. The most important of these contracts was that signed with the 
(Jashnib?) French company to build a plant for the production of gas 
separated from oil in Zubayr in southeastern Iraq. Moreover, contracts 
still under consideration include one being negotiated by the Thompson 
Company for the construction of a plant for electronic equipment at an 
estimated cost of 6 billion francs. According to French sources, there 
are about 200 French companies operating in the Iraqi market. 


Yet, this increase in French exports of civilian goods to iraq did not close 
the gap in its balance of trade, especially as France needed to buy an 
additional 5 million tons of oil at higher prices to overcome the shortage 
resulting from the decrease in production of Iranian oil. This additional 
need in 1979 resulted in an increase of 5O percent in the cost of oil 
imported from Iraq, which jumped from 9.47 to 14.27 billion francs. 


In its efforts to modernize and reinforce the equipment of its armed forces, 
Iraq, which depended essentially on Soviet military equipment in the past, 
placed orders for French military equipment valued at & billion francs in 
1977-78. In 1977, Iraq ordered 36 Mirage F-1 planes, which began to be 
delivered at the beginning of this year. At the end of 1979 Iraq signed a 
contract for the purchase of an additional 34 pianes of the same type, 

in addition to rockets, large helicopters and various naval equipment. 
Negotiations are currently taking place for the purchase of Mirage 2000 
planes and warships of various sizes. 


Nuclear Plant Controversy 


A new dimension was added to Iraqi-French cooperation when Iraq signed an 
agreement for nuclear cooperation with France in 1975. According to this 
agreement, France would provide Iraq with a 70-megawatt plant for nuclear 
research. Along with the plant, France agreed to provide Iraq with 

l2 kgs of 93-percent enriched uranium. According to atomic experts, this 
means that Iraq's nuclear plant could lead to the manufacture of a type “1” 
atomic bomb having the same power as the Hiroshima bomb. The plant would 
cost 200 million francs. 
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We should point out the controversy which surrounded thie issue as of the 
beginning of talks between France and Iraq to develop relations of coopera- 
tion in the nuclear field. Some French circles strongly opposed supplying 
Iraq with a nuclear plant of this kind, considering this transaction as 
inconsistent with the policy of French President Giscard d'Estaing, which 
calle for the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons. It should be mentioned 
here that a plant of the same type was going to be built at that time in 
Isfahan, Iran, Other circles felt that the Iraqi demand did not present 
any problem as long as the plant would be under the supervision of the 
International Atomic Agency in Vienna, 


Israel and the United States strongly objected to this project. Yet, in 
spite of their objections, work continued on building the plant, which 
was ready to be shipped to Iraq in April 1979, But on the night of the 
sixth of the (?previous) month, components of the plant were destroyed 
with explosives. It is not known yet who was behind this operation, as 
no information has leaked about it since then, There are two hypotheses. 


The first implicates Israeli and U.8. intelligence, and the second impli- 
cates some French circles, 


This incident did not shake diplomatic and economic relations between 
France and Iraq. On the contrary, it seems to have strengthened these 
relations. France has decided to rebuild the damaged components of the 
station and export them to Iraq, most likely at the end of this year. 


At the beginning of June, Iraq sent Egyptian atomic scientist Yahya al-Mashad, 
a member of the Iraqi Atomic Energy Commission, to France on a mission 
related to supervision of the atomic equipment which France was exporting 

to Iraq. On 16 June, Mr al-Mashad was found murdered in his room at the 
Meridian Hotel in Paris. There is a lot of speculation, but the identity 

of the killer is still unknown. 


It should be mentioned that the transaction is important not only because 
it provides Iraq with a research nuclear plant, but also because Iraqi 
nuclear research will in the future produce trained Iraqi experts in this 
field. This new Iraqi know-how will inevitably extend into other scienti- 
fic fields through French-lraqi economic cooperation. It could lead to 
the admission of Iraq into the industrialized world which has so far been 
closed to Third World countries. 





NEW DISTRIBUTIONS OF POWER ENVISIONED TO END WAR 
Beirut AL-MARUNI in Arabic 8 Sep 80 p 1 


/article: “The War Ende--On the Basis of a Plan Agreed to by Lebanon, the Arabs 
and /Forei Count ries"/ 


/Text/ News hae leaked out to some Lebanese sources, official and unofficial, from 
international and world diplomatic circles that the resolution of the Lebanese war, 
that is, the war of rifles and trenches, is close at hand, according to a group of 
indications and data. From thie it is aseumed that this solution will occur in ac- 
cordance with the following stage-by-stage sequence: 


First, the armed forces in the Western section--that is, primarily the forces of 
the al-Murabitun--will take over the sites and centers the Palestinians are now oc- 
cupying. Implementation of this step in a number of points of contact on the west- 
ern front of Beirut has actually started. 


Secom, the forces of the Amal organization will assume charge of adopting similar 
measures in the district situated south of Beirut and extending to the town of 
al-Saehra'. 


Third, the Lebanese army, according to a comprehensive security plan, will take 
charge of deploying iteelf over an area including Beirut the city, especially the 
commercial areas and the international roads, and greater Beirut, within an area 
whose boundaries extend to al-Rumaylah, al Shuf, ‘Aliyeh, Zableh, Tarshiesh, al- 
Matnayn, Jubayl and al-Batrun; in a second stage, this be followed by the deployment 
of the Lebanese army to the other areas of Lebanon, in particular the entire north 
and al-Biqe'. 


Fourth, the confinement of the detachments of the Palestinian resistance to the 
south, in particular to a section of the region known as the region between the 

two rivers, to consolidate their centers and strangthen their defense agencies there 
against Iereel. The area of thie section will range from 250 to 350 square kilo- 
meters, as is shown in the map printed above. 


Sixth /sic/, Sa'd Hadded's forces will advance toward the al-Litani on « long line 
extending from the coast to the interior everaging 22 kilometers in width and 70 
kilometers in length, that is, along an area of 1,500 square kilometers. 





Feare and Obstacles 


Observers anticipate that the process of deploying the Lebanese army, as well as 
operations of the new concentrations of armed groupe in west Beirut, will take place 
without obetacles or obetructions. However, the difficulties will begin in terms 
of the distribution of the Amal organization's forces and the retrenchment of the 
Palestinian forces, as a result of which it is feared that severe fighting will 
take place between Amal and the Palestinian resistance along the area extending 
7 South Beirut to the boundaries of the region between the two rivers, especial- 
y al-Biqa’. 


Observers also anticipate that the Palestinian presence will be confined to the 
civilian refugee camps, stripped of light and heavy weapons, provided that the 
Lebanese Domestic Security Forces take charge of guard and security activities in- 
side the campe in cooperation with some Palestinian detachments following its or- 
dere, as stipulated by the Cairo Agreement, the Melkart Agreement and their attach- 
mente and subsequent additions. 


The main point of concentration of the Lebanese army will be in al-Damur, where bar- 
racks the size of the barracks existing will be built in Sarba to guarantee the 


safety of the international highway and the return of the people of al-Damur to 
their areas, livelihood and homes. 


The international and world diplomatic sources’ information adds that these points 
have been agreed to in principle and almost in actuality at the highest levels, 
Lebanese, Arab and international, go that_it is possible to realize the following 
gains, with the guarantee of che /foreign/ countries and the United Nations: 

1. The permanent termination of leraeli aggressions ageinst the south. 


2. The return of the refugees from al-Damur in particular and other Lebanese regu- 
gees in general to their regions and houses. 


3. Guaranteeing the deployment of the Lebanese army toall areas of Lebanon. 


4. Opening international Lebanese roads from north to south and from east to west 
in a complete, secure fashion. 


5. Reopening the commercial areas in Beirut, that is, returning life to the heart 
of the Lebanese capital. 


6. Enabling international emergency forces to perform their duties and iaplement 
the international Security Council resolutions as fully as possible. 


7. Expanding the scope for the termination of the Syrian deterrent forces task? 
8. Achieving national reconciliation among Lebanese. 


9. Making the course of peace a success and starting the course of reconstruction 
in a decisive manner. 
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Diplomatic Advice? 


Toward the end of last week other information was received to the effect that diplo- 
matic circles in Lebanon recommended to Lebanese politicians and leaders that they 
arrange their affaire and persevere awhile until that plan is definitively approved 
and the final touches are put on means for carrying it out. Thies will take a few 
months, especially since during that time the form of the Buropean initiative will 
have become crystallised, along with the resumption of negotiations among the Camp 
David parties, and the resulte of the American elections will have become known. 


These circles also advised the Lebanese to exercise wisdom, skill, self-control and 
strong nerves so that the solution to their problem may be easy and repid. Other- 
wise, if they are hasty and venture on some hasty actions, the state of fragmenta- 
tion now distinguishing the Lebanese crisis will proceed to escalate until it 
reaches the stage of schiem and disintegration. 


One System for the Palestinians in Lebanon and the Arab Countries 


These circles state that the abovementioned plan will have the effect of reducing 
the tension in relations between the Palestinian resistance and the Lebanese regime, 
since gathering the Palestinians in the area between the two rivers will result in 
the formation of a sort of state for them. This will be accompanied by distribution 
of the Palestinian refugees, who number 700,000 in Lebanon, to all Arab countries 

in accordance with agreed upon criteria and formulas and application of a single 
system to them in Lebanon and all Arab countries which will spell out the conditions 
for their residence and movements and will prevent approval of actual ultimate set- 
tlement in Lebanon. 


1188 
CSO: 4802 


59 





LEBANON 


PHALANGE ORGAN RIDICULES ARAB NATIONALIST MOVES IN NATION 
Beirut AL-'AMAL in Arabic 13 Sep 80 p 2 


/article:; "The Comedy of Perseverance and Steadfastness on Lebanese Soil--They 
Recommend That Libya Take Part in the Deterrent Forces" 


/Text/ Does the Libyan government have the right to send ite military forces to 
Lebanon, following the announcement of the merger union between it and Syria? 


About a month ago the Syrian government determined on the party and official levels 
to "stand fast against Israeli aggressions launched against Lebanon, against the 
south and against che Palestinian resistance." 


Syria carried this resolution out when it moved its air force to counterattack 
againet Israeli warplanes over Lebanon. One Syrian air force plane was downed, and 
those calling for steadfastness applauded because a Syrian pilot managed to break 
the terrible wall of silence which the whole Arab world has wrapped and is wrapping 
around what happened and is happening in and through Lebanon concerning Palestinian 
and Israeli operations. After this resolution it was observed that the Syrian gov- 
ernment demanded, and still is demanding, that all Arab governments and armies take 
part in deterring Israeli aggressions and defending Lebanon and the Palestinian re- 
sistance. It was also observed that the Palestinians applauded and welcomed this 
step, considering any Arab hesitation in coordinating with the Syrian movement and 
strategy to be neglect and conspiracy. 


Following the Syrian resolution and the Israeli reaction, the Libyan government pro- 
claimed its position, in Tripoli specifically, claiming that it was necessary to 
open the borders of the front-line states to Palestinian guerrilla activity on the 
one hand and have Syria participate militarily, materially and morally in defending 
Lebanon, the south and the Palestinian resistance against the Israeli aggressions. 


The Syrian army is present in Lebanon, in implementation of the resolutions of the 
Riyadh and Cairo summits to preserve security and stability, prevent fighting and 
thus defend Lebanese territory; this army is totally subject to the personal command 
of the Lebanese president and its continued presence on Lebanese territory in turn 
is subject to a request presented by the Lebanese president to the Arab League 
council through his ambassador, accompanied by causative reasons, because the Arab 
countries which are participating materially or morally in the Arab deterrent forces 
must be convinced in advance of the justifications the Lebanese president presents 
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in his request in order to continue to participate in balancing these forces and 
agree to continue their operational tasks. 


In che information received from Tripoli, some Palestinian and Lebanese organiza- 
tions recoumended to Libyan officials that the file be opened on "sending Libyan 
army unite (aviation, infantry, armor, and naval and land artillery) to Lebanon so 
that it could use Lebanese territory within the perseverance and steadfastness plan 
as bases against Israel and its expansionist schemes and constant aggressions against 
Lebanon and the Palestinian resistance." 


Those who raised this issue before the Libyan authorities and asked them to open 
thie file actually meant to encourage the movement of perseverance and steadfast - 
ness against Israel among Arab countries, but they discussed providing a legal and 
strategic framevork for the desired Libyan military presence on Lebanese territory 
on grounds that Israel would oppose this presence by launching immediate military 
operations. 


The Libyan military presence in Lebanon must be in accordance with a request from 
the legitimate Lebanese authorities, and these authorities, which appreciate the 
position and gravity of adopting a decision like that, certainly will hesitate to 
adopt it, whatever the pressures. 


However, advocates and enthusiasts of the proposal found the legal formla, or what 
they consider the requisite legal formula, for the Libyan military presence on 
Lebanese territory. They recommended to Libyan officials that their presence in 
Lebanon lie within the context of the Arab deterrent forces. Since the Libyan and 
Syrian states will become a single state after the unity merger, their armies will 
become a single army, their political and militery decisions will become united, 

and the presence of the Libyan army on Lebanese territory will in turn become legit- 
imate and acquire a legal covering through the reselutions of the Council of the 
League of Arab States. 


Information reaching certain Lebanese circles from Tripoli states that the Libyan 
officials who heard this recommendation and its causative reasons were enthusiastic 
about it at the outset but requested more time to conduct an expanded study and ob- 
tain the agreerent of Syria and the Palestinians, then Lebanon. 


These plans in turn raised the future of relations between Lebanon and the unified 
country and in the past 2 days have been the subject of an evaluation in official 
and political circles, lest Lebanon awake to new steps which will not be in its 
interests at all. 
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LEBANON 


"QNA' REPORTS ON PHALANGIST PLAN TO PARTITION COUNTRY 
NC231200 Doha QNA in Arabic 1034 GMT 23 Oct 80 


[Text] Jidda, 23 Oct (QNA)--Press reports published here today indicate that 
some influential Palestinian personalities have warned U.S. officials of the 
likelihood that the Lebanese Phalangist Party, which is effectively supported 
by Israel, will partition Lebanon and declare the formation of an independent 
Maronite state. 


In a report from Washington, the ASH-SHARQ AL-AWSAT newspaper says that these 
personalities have told officials in President Carter's administration that 
this expected step by the Phalangists will be timed in such a manner so 

as to benefit from the U.S. presidential elections and the Iraqi-Iranian 
war. 


The paper adds that the Phalangists are preoccupied with an unprecedented 
operation of increasing their military strength and supplies, preparatory 
to implementing this step. 


Quoting informed sources, the paper says that the Phalangist Party has militia 
force of about 40,000 fighters--which is double the strength of last year. 
The sources add that the Phalangists are receiving large quantities of arms 
and military equipment, including tanks, from Israel and the western states. 
The sources further say that the Phalangist Party is moving rapidly now to 
build the economic foundation of its proposed state: the party has enlarged 
its airport so as to be able to accommodate the Israeli transport planes 
which will bring the requested equipment for the new state. Moreover, the 
port of Juniyah is being extended as well, and the Phalangists are currently 
setting up a television station so as to complement their radio station's 
transmissions. The same sources add that the Phalangist Party has been col- 
lecting taxes assessed at about $300 million a year in order to strengthen 
their new state. 


The sources add that there are increasing signs that the Phalangists will 
move soon, in coordination with Israel, to implement the partition plan. 
According to this plan, the Phalangists will move militarily from North 
Lebanon, while the Israeli forces will pour into Lebanon from the south. 
During this operation, the Phalangists will seize a part of Beirut and de- 
clare it the capital for their state. At least the eastern sector of the 
capital will be dominated by them so as to become a political symbol of the 
new state. The Israel forces will help the Phalangists to protect the bor- 
ders of their state and will then withdraw, according to the plan that has 
been drawn up. 
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LEBANON 


FRANJTYAH EXPLAINS HIS STAND ON RECONCILIATION GOVERNMENT, OTHER ISSUES 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 23 Aug 80 pp 20-23 


[Interview with former President Sulayman Franjiyah, by Ghassan Bayram, in Ihdin; 
date not given] 


(Text) A few hours after Taqiy al-Din al-Sulh declined the task of forming a 
national government of reconciliation out of Lebanese political activists, I 
contacted former Lebanese President Sulayman Franjiyah and asked him for an 
appointment for this interview. 


There was more than one reason for requesting this appointment, just as there 
was a pressing journalistic need to conduct this interview. 


Franjiyah has been in the spotlight and the focus of all contacts from the moment 
Taqiy al-Din al-Sulh was entrusted with forming a national reconciliation govern- 
ment, which is the last hope of President Sarkis in one more attempt to get out 
of the distressing crisis which has been shaking Lebanon for more than 5 years. 


Apart from any unknown differences, Franjiyah appeared to be the only obstacle 
in the way of forming this government, and the foremost reason for al-Sulh's 
excusing himself from forming it. 


Are there other hidden obstacles which have all entered into the making of 
Franjiyah's mind? 


Are there other factors and reasons which have combined to make Franjiyah adopt 
this stand--including, for example, the war which he has launched against Presi- 
dent Llyas Sarkis, accusing him of cooperating with the Phalangists? 


There are other questions for which answers must be sought in this discussion 
with Sulayman Franjiyah at his summer home in Ihdin, during which he said things 
he never said before, either about a president of the republic or anyone else. 


[Question] Several days ago, Taqiy al-Din al-Sulh excused himself from forming 
a national reconciliation government. To what do you attribute this failure to 
form this government, and where should President Sarkis have begun so as to not 
end up with this unfortunate result? 
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[Anewer) Al-Sulh's begging off wae expected and anticipated ever since the day 
he was commissioned to form this government. 


Before his assignment, they submitted a iiet of ministers’ names [for a new 
government) which was categorically rejected, After that, they asked al-Sulh 

to form a government similar to the rejected one, How could someone who re- 
jected the first accept the second? I aise question the reasons which impelled 
al-Sulh to agree to form this government, since | know that he is a sensible man 
who looks at things from all angles. As to how he got involved in this imbro- 
giio, | do not know! 


| fear that the imbroglio into which al-Sulh plunged himself will coset the coun- 
try dearly. All the dreams whic) the Lebanese people had expected to be achieved 
following the proclamation of the principles of national accord may have become 
very difficult to achieve today. 


[Question] In other words, can we say that these accord principles have fallen 
by the wayside’ 


[Anewer| I wouldn't say “fallen”; 1 would say that they have become very 
difficult to achieve, because it was up to the president, who announced these 
principles in complete freedom, to carry them out. Their implementation does 
not need activists or nonactivists. The president is the one who makes deci- 
sions or does not, in agreement with the prime minister. it was up to the 
president to implement the principles of accord, and, after implementing then, 
to tell the Lebanese people: “I have done my duty towards you, and now I want 
to choose those whom | wish to work with in the government.” But to proclaim 
the principles, then forget them, delay their implementation, and piace the 
responsibility for their nonimplementation on certain groups--these are cheap 
actions done only by petty men. 


[Question] In your opinion, what should the president of the republic have 
done to make things proceed naturally, especially since from the start he con- 
ducted accord consultations ending in the proclamation of the principles and 
their premises. He then conducted other accord consultations about the need 
to form a government of activists to carry out these principles, and, finally, 
conducted traditional consultations to form this government? In your opinion, 
what are the other means and methods which he should have resorted to under 
these extraordinary, critical circumstances of the country? 


[Answer) Before doing all of this, he should have begun by implementing the 
14 principles. Al-Huss was right when he said: “We should have started to 
implement the easier and simpler principles so as to gain the people's confi- 
dence." But unfortunately, even the easiest ones were not implemented. 


[Question}] There is something almost universally accepted. This is that this 
country has from the start been exposed to a conspiracy. President Sarkis is 
quoted as saying that when he tried to form the accord government, he was not 
gambling as much as he was conducting a natu.al experiment to find out whether 
this conspiracy was continuing as intensively as ever, or whether an opportun- 
itv had developed to implement a certain solution. It is said that he ascer- 
tained that the conspiracy was still going on. What is your opinion? 
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[Answer| The conspiracy ia still going on; there is no doubt about that. but, 
and this ia a reiteration of what | have said before, President Sarkis announced 
the principles on the assumption that a voice would speak up in opposition to 


these , ciples, so that he could throw the responsibility for nonimplementa- 
tion o Lhe accord on the opposition, and tell the Lebanese people: "! have 
tried to carry out the accord, but the opposition rejected it." Unfortunately 


for him, not a single Lebanese voice spoke out in opposition to these princi- 
ples, so, he had to contrive something in order to create an opposition, There- 
fore, he concocted the myth of a government of activists. This created opposi- 
tion, not to the principles of the accord, but to the formation of the government. 
Some newspapers, including AL-NAHAR and AL-ANWAR, depicted this opposition to the 
Lebanese people as opposition to the Lebanese accord. This is a lie and a con- 
coetion by organs which support the president, so as to place the responsibility 
for nonimplementation of the accord on this opposition. When the only one in 

fact responsible for nonimplementation is the president. 


[Question] Statements are circulating to the effect that one of the reasons 
which hampered formation of the government of activists and implementation of 
the accord was opposition to the person of Taqiy al-Din al-Sulh. How true is 
this. 


[Answer] I have not heard of any opposition to the person of Taqiy al-Din al-Sulh. 
On the contrary, al-Sulh has a distinguished political record, and we all know 
that he is a sensible, mature man. But the opposition was to what was imposed on 
al-Sulh. Opposition was to the advance circulation of the rejected government 
composition. 


[Question] You have had a long political htstory. You were active in politics, , 
and then practiced government at its highest level, as president of the republic. 
Now you are in the thick of the battle. Assuming that the president of the 
republic had succeeded in forming his government, what do you think would have 
been the result? 


[Answer] If the proposed government had come to pass? 
[Question] Yes. 


[Answer] It would have been a very serious experiment. Its results would have 
been even more serious, because they would have led to the adoption of policies 
which might have led to very grave dangers. 


[Question] For example? 


[Answer|] For example, if the Lebanese citizenry outside the control of the 
single party [the Plalange| were told, "If this regime can restore normality 

to Lebanon, so be it. But if it cannot, you have to act." Their action could 
take a variety of forms. If we told the citizenry: “The regime has entered 
into a conspiracy against you with those who are sabotaging this country, with 
those who want to partition it and sell it to your enemy. We want you not to 
recognize its existence and behave as if it did not exist," I believe that the 
overwhelming majority of the Lebanese people would accede to the request. 
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[Question] In this connection, could you possibly shed some Light on your posi- 
tion with regard to thwarting the formation of the proposed government, and the 
nature of the contacts which took place between you and a number of Lebanese 
parties on one hand, and between you and Syrian officials on the other hand. 

In particular, we have in mind Deputy Prime Minieter ‘Abd al-Halim Khaddam, who 
visited you twice for this purpose’ 


|[Anewer| Let use begin with the Syrian officials. The Syrian official fune- 
tion with respect to forming the new government, was that of a "postman." A 
Syrian official was requested to communicate a certain list of names of who 
would be members of the future government. He performed his function very reli- 
ably. He visited us here, submitted these names, and asked, “What do you think-- 
acceptable or unacceptable?" Our opinion was that they were unacceptable. He 
visited (former premier Rashid) Karami and got the same answer. Bearing in mind 
that Karami was the candidate commissioned with forming this government, how 
could he accept such an initiative? They form a government and present it to 
the premier-designate, saying: “Here is a government in which you will be 
premier." What about the opinion of the premier-designate? Certainly, no pre- 
mier-designate would agree to such an arrangement. 


We were honored by a second visit by Syrian Foreign Minister Khaddam. He also 
called on the Lebanese state. To absolve itself of responsibility for what was 
happening in Lebanon, the Lebanese state sought the help of the Syrian state, so 
as to cover up its failure. But until this very moment, the Syrian position 
with respect to the formation of the new government is, I repeat, only that of 
a postman. 


[Question] The journalist is forced to echo what the people say. At certain 
times, he is even prepared to play the role of the devil's advocate, if neces- 
sary. Therefore, I want to say that the present state of affairs with all its 
ramifications has begun to make some ordinary and not-so-ordinary people say 
that you have become an obstacle to the formation of a government of reconcilia- 
tion, or even the achievement of reconciliation. What is your reply to such 
impressions? 


{[Answer|! You are saying that some people sometimes imagine real or imaginary 
things. The first person to put all his resources at the disposal of the presi- 
dent in order to achieve these principles [of reconciliation] was Sulayman 
Franjiyah. I still do. But is the president the tangible or intangible property 
of a certain group? Does he conduct himself at any time only according to the 
will of this group? Naturally, this group, if it were as devoted to Lebanon as 
it claims to be, would not have sold itself to Lebanon's enemy. If it were 
defending the Christians of Lebanon, as it claims to be, it would not have killed 
530 Lebanese Christians in one day. If a person places himself at the service 
of this group, can the Lebanese citizen, who desires only Lebanon's welfare, 
approve of him? It is very difficult. 


{Question} Can we name the group to which you are referring? 


{Answer} We can call them the Lebanese Phalangists. 








[Question] You have a apecific position, as do the Phalangists and the presi- 
dent. It has been observed that at the present time and under the present cir- 
cumatances, it seems to be impossible for these positions to come together or 
reach mutual understanding. Where are we headed? 


[Answer] Towards a resolute stand which has to be taken by the president. If 
the president believed in his position, he would have adhered to it and said, 
"This is my position and I will operate accordingly." 


[Question] Not to wrong President Sarkis too much, what should he have done, 
and how should he have conducted himself as a president of the republic in the 
midst of this Lebanese and Arab turmoil’? Let us determine what he should have 
done in the midst of this complicated crisis with its Lebanese, Arab, Palestin- 
ian and international ramifications. 


lAnswer| The day President Sarkis took office, the greatest resources which 

any president could control were placed at his disposal--i.e. military resources, 
which Lebanon had lacked: 430,000 soldiers at his personal command. The Arab 
states gave him carte blanche, and said to him, “Anything you want, we are pre- 
pared to give.” At the beginning of his administration, Riyadh promised him what- 
ever he wanted. What did he do with 30,000 soldiers at his personal command, 
interested in nothing buc carrying out this person's orders? Was he able to 
collect illegal arms from the people? Was he able to insure security for 
Lebanese territory’ 


[Question] Moving along, | would like to ask the following question, in response 
to what you said in your answer. President Sarkis has said, or is quoted as 
saying, that whatever was said about the resources placed at his disposal, 

they were just verbal resources. So far, nobody has helped him and nobody 

wants to help him, be it on the Lebanese, Arab, or international level. He 
always finds himself mving by himself in the direction of a solution, but 

finds all doors shut in his face. 


[Answer] Let us take his words as essentially true. Why does he remain in 
his position? He ought to pack his suitcases and say, "Have it your way.” 


[Question] It is said that President Sarkis has asked himself, “Why do I stay 
here?" It is said that whenever he tries to answer his own question by compar- 
ine the negative points of remaining with those of departing, it becomes clear 

to himthat his leaving the government under these circumstances would be compar- 
able to someone administering the coup de grace to the country. The entire coun- 
try is deteriorating, the legitimate authorities are all deteriorating, and the 
country is being partitioned or colonized or so forth. Will the future be 
extremely overcast? 


[Answer] That the situation should deteriorate more than it already has? I do 
not think so. How far has the deterioration gone’? Just a few kilometers from 
the Republican Palace. Look at the Biqa', look at the north. Praise God, they 
are not deteriorating; the reverse is true. There is a boom today, be it in the 
Biqa' or in the north, the likes of which no one has ever seen in his whole Life. 
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Why’ Because there is no state presence in the Biqa' or in the north. They 
would like to imagine that the Biqa' and the north are poole of fire. 1 wish 
that every Lebanese who wants to spend a weekend would come to the north, to 

see for himpeelf the situation there. Likewise, a glass of ‘araq (Lebanese alco- 
holic drink|] at al-Barduni, in Zahlah, would hurt no one. Let them look over 
Zahlah and the Biqa', They would find that life there has a thousand blessings, 
praise be to God. Why? Because there is no state presence. The citizen's vigi- 
lance makes him concerned for his region and his security, without the need to 
shoot anyone. Today the incidents in the north and the Biqa' are one-tenth of 
what they were before 1975, all because of this vigilance, which originates in 
the deep-rooted Lebanese conscience and fear of God. 





[Question| Therefore, do you feel that the president's stepping aside would 
insure an outlet to a solution? 


[Answer| Lf this is his thinking, then | suppose that there is no other way out. 
When a man feels that he has become isolated and bears all the responsibility, 
there is no call for him to remain, for remaining would be a harm from which no 
benefit could result. 


[Question] This precedent is perhaps not permitted because of the Maronism of 
the republican president. 


[Answer| My dear man, Ilyas Sarkis is not the keeper of the "Maronism" of the 
republican presidency. This was dictated by the Moslem leaders, so that there 
would remain in this region some place which would show the world a picture of 
sectarian coexistence, not just in Lebanon but throughout the region. 


[Question] Today, whether we like it or not, it has come to appear that your 
differences with the Phalangists are the main difficulty in the way to a solu- 
tion. Even the Vatican delegates who visited Lebanon went home with the impres- 
sion that there was no hope of achieving a Maronite-Maronite accord as long as 
this dispute existed. This in turn makes it impossible to solve the Lebanese 
crisis. Here it seems that the entire Lebanese problem hinges on the continua- 
tion of this dispute and this conflict between you and the Phalangists. How can 
we convince the people otherwise? 


|Answer|} Unfortunately, I must say that the papal delegate's visit to Lebanon 
gave the impression that the Vatican was insufficiently informed as to the actual 
situation in Lebanon. For this reason, after honoring me, the papal delegate 
went away regretting his visit. 


The Vatican's delegate came in order to bring points of view closer together, 
but he operated on untrue, unrealistic grounds. The Vatican delegate assumed 
that the dispute between Sulayman Franjiyah and the Phalangists came about be- 
cause of a number of osbstructionists on Franjiyah's side and a number of ob- 
structionists on the Phalangist side, because the Beirut-Tripoli road was 
off-limits for some Lebanese, and because there was an exchange of fire from 
time to time. 1 informed him of the issue from A to Z, and told him that the 
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that the dispute developed before the treacherous massacre which the Phalangiste 
perpetrated in Ihdin, it developed for a national reason, not a personal one, 

It so happened that one day it was proven to me that the Phalangiste were deal- 
ing with lerael, 1 was still a member of the Lebanese front. I gathered up my 
papers and withdrew. I told the Vatican delegate that my dispute with the Pha- 
langists began before the massacre, for they carried out the massacre to bring 
Sulayman Franjiyah to his knees. They did hurt me emotionally, but in practice 
and in principle Sulayman Franjiyah kneels only to God. I told the Vatican dele- 
gate: “Your Eminence, if this group stopped dealing with Israel today, and 
stopped fighting among themselves (as proved by the 7 July massacre), I would 
do whatever you wish. But to establish an accord today between me and the group 
which is preparing to partition Lebanon and which deals with the enemy, a group 
trying to forcibly impose its domination over this country and practice single- 
party rule, is not possible. Sulayman Franjiyah could not accept such an accord, 
not because of his own personal interests, but because of the interest of his 
country,” 


| also told the Vatican delegate, "If they partitioned Lebanon today and estab- 
lished a racist Christian state, what would our Arab brothers’ attitude be towards 
this new racist state’? In the past, a racist Jewish state was founded, and the 
Arab brothers did their duty, totally severed relations, and fought. They are 
still fighting this racist state. Furthermore, today this racist Jewish state 

is getting untold, unlimited aid from the United States. As for ourselves, 

would we get this kind of aid so as to continue living? From the United States? 
We have seen America plotting to force us to leave Lebanon. West Europe’? It 

has never given us any thought. in fact, it asked that we Lebanese come to an 
agreement, as a first step, so chat it could offer us aid later on.” 


| also told the Vatican delegate that the mere idea of creating a racist state 
obligates the Vatican to frustrate its sponsors. The Vatican has to declare 

its pleasure or displeasure with this idea. I don't suppose that there is any- 
one at the Vatican who is happy with this idea. I told the papal delegate, 

"You have to be the first one to combat this notion, because you are responsible 
for the 12 million Christians living in this region. If a racist Christian 
state were created, the future of these Christians in the region would be just 
like that of the Jews when the state of Israel was founded--all the Jews migrated 
from the Arab states. 


[Question] You referred to the 7 July operation, during which the Phalangist 
Party undertook to wipe out Sham'un's militia, as being due to the Phalangist 
desire to set up a one-party system. Were there any other reasons? What is 
your opinion of Sham'un's conduct? 


[Answer] Here I cannot answer for Sham'un. Yesterday he held a press confer- 
ence, and I assume that they asked him this question. As for other reasons, | 
cannot think of any except that the Phalangists wanted to forcibly subjugate 
whomever they could not subjugate peacefully. For this reason, they perpetrated 
the 7 July massacre. On the night of 7 July, the Liberals and the Phalangists 
were meeting, and there was total accord between them. If you go back to the 
newspapers which were published on the morning of 7 July, and the statements 
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lasued by the Phalangists and the Liberals, you see the extent of their mutual 
understanding. But whoever gets used to doing something has to continue doing 
it. If he gets used to perfidy, he persists in it. 


[Question] Recently, the scope of consultation between you and the national 
movement and other political leaderships in western Beirut has widened. It is 
said that the purpose of this is to create a broad national front. What point 
have you reached in these consultations? 


[Answer] We have reached total understanding. Before, we had a mutual under- 
standing without understanding each other. There was a goal we were striving 
for. Luckily or unluckily for one group of Lebanese, during these contacts we 
all had one goal, but the ways of attaining it varied. Some members of the 
national movement honored us and met with us in this room. Our viewpoints were 
in complete accord on the basis of our desire to return Lebanon to what it was 
before 1975--a strong state, with all of us subject to the laws without any 
exceptions. A statement was issued which | suppose you have seen. So far, 
reactions to it from all parties, except for one [the Phalangists], of course, 
have been positive. This encourages me to continue along the line we have 
charted for ourselves. 


{Question} In your cooperation and alliances, how can you overlook the ques- 
tion of the Palestinieon presence in Lebanon? 


[Answer| The Palestinian presence is not a Lebanese issue but an Arab one. The 
day the Arab brothers decide on any stand, Lebanon will be obliged to adopt this 
stand. Today there are 22 Arab states. As | always say, Lebanon will always be 
the l4th state. Any time 13 states adopt a position, Lebanon has to adopt it 
also, because it represents the Arab majority. With respect to our position, 
we cannot take sides with any Arab state; we have to take sides with the Arab 
majority. The issue has been with us for a long time, and | have always wished 
and repeat my wish today that some sort of regime could be drawn up for the 
Palestinian people. It would be applicable to all the Arab states, until the 
issue is solved. Any rights given to this regime by any Arab state would also 
be given by Lebanon. But if the situation in Lebanon remains as it is now, 
this would not be in Lebanon's interest. So far, this situation has been proven 
not to be in the interest of the Palestinian cause itself. 


{[Question|! For a long time you have espoused Arab positions and national posi- 
tions. The day the PLO was accepted as an observer member at the United Nations, 
all the Arab presidents and kings commissioned you to speak in their behalf 
about the Palestinian cause. In our present situation, are you thinking of 
touring the Arab world in this connection? 


{Answer} An Arab tour to convince whom? We are all convinced of the sanctity 
of the Palestinian cause. I have only two solutions for the Palestinian issue. 
Either the Arab brothers stand together militarily, if only for 1 month, in order 
to seize the land which was militarily occupied, or they should pressure America 
to stop its aid to Israel. Unfortunately, Arab solidarity may not be available 
these days, and we thank God that Syria took up positions on the Israeli borders 
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in order to resist Israeli expansion. If we look at the Begin Program, the 
plans since 1952 have not changed. He is still dreaming of expanding lserael 
and annexing for lerael the territory stretching from Jordan to the Red Sea, 


This is his dream, as can be seen in Palestinian studies. Praise God that 
this dear fraternal state, Syria, has taken a steadfast position. Otherwise, 
there would be nothing to prevent or deter Begin from reaching the Red Sea. 
The Arab brothers, and | am addressing my remarks to the oil producers in par- 
ticular, have to take a stand today. 


Yesterday they took a stand against the recognition of Jerusalem as the perma- 
nent capital of Israel. They are to be thanked for this stand of theirs, but 

if they took the same stand against all dealings with Israel, I believe that the 
result would be for the good of us all. 


[Question] When you suggested your Arab tour, you did so for a reason--that 
for 5-1/2 years Lebanon has not only paid the price for the lack of solution 

of the Palestinian problem, but also the price for Arab conflicts. Your friend 
Taqiy al-Din al-Sulh said that we have to make up with the Arabs, so that the 
Arabs can make up among themselves and solve our problem for us. Therefore, 
why has there not been any political Lebanese approach to the Arab countries 
tor this purpose? 


[Answer] Regarding this notion, can any person intervene in matters which 
these states do not acknowledge as existing? If we went and told these states, 
for example, “You are fighting on Lebanese territory against another Arab 
state,’ what Arab state would acknowledge such a thing? No one, because this 
activity is illegal. Whoever does something illegal cannot acknowledge it. 


[Question] How do you view the future of the region's crisis? Is it near 
solution or what? 


[Answer| The solution is within our reach, provided that our solidarity be not 
propagandistic but functional. If we could take a first step which does not 
involve any (risk?). The first step is for the oil producers to say, "We are 
prepared to sell petroleum for a number of foreign currencies: the Japanese yen, 
the franc, the pound sterling, and some others." Let them say, "We want to sell 
our product for these currencies." You would see Carter coming from America to 
Riyadh on his knees. If they say, "The friend of Israel is our enemy," as in 
the proverb "the friend of my enemy is my enemy," what states would risk being 
triends with Israel? None. There are 120 million Arabs, 120 million consumers 
and 120 million owners of a fantastic resource the likes of which is unknown in 
history. If these 120 million said, "We want to boycott the friends of Israel," 
who would be ready to sacrifice 120 million consumers economically, not to men- 
tion politically, in order to stick with Israel? No one. But we lack the per- 
son who could say this. The one who could have made this statement and carried 
it out was assassinated by America. He was, God's mercy be upon him, the late 
King Faysal ibn ‘Abd-al-‘Aziz. 


[Question] What do you expect will be the future of Lebanon? Are we going to 
better, or to worse, or to pieces, especially since Egyptian President Anwar 
al-Sadat recently announced that Lebanon is headed for more massacres, that the 
Pierre Jumayyil state will be founded, and that Lebanon will be partitioned? 
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{Anawer| My only thought is that a president knows that he has to take stands, 
Today, in apite of everything which has been said, the fact remains that no man 
can claim that he has the resources available to the president. The president 

is the only one who has all the resources, and he has to take his stands on the 
basis of these available resources. As long as the president does not take stands, 
he is Lik. * homeowner who leaves his house open to everyone. This house will 
never be safe, 


True, people may applaud him. If he finds himself in error, he can back up. 
Rectifying an error is a virtue. But unfortunately, he has never at any time 
tried to take a stand, 


[Question] If President Sarkis came tomorrow and said, "I am no longer able to 

do anything, and | want to resign," do you think that the election of a new presi- 
dent to maintain the continuity of the legitimate authority would be possible in 
the midst of our present circumstances? 


|Answer| With 80 deputies, we could surely elect a new president. It is pussi- 
ble that 10 or 15 deputies who live in areas controlled by the Phalangists would 
boycott the elections, but who else would refuse to elect a new president? 

No one. This would not be the first time in the world that a pres. dency became 
vacant. Many presidents have died or resigned without anything coming to a 
standstill. 


[Question] Suppose a new president was elected without the Phalangists' 
approval. What if the Phalangists came, knowing that he was their enemy and 
opponent, and said, "We refuse to go along, and we are declaring our own state?" 


[Answer! This president would have the resources enabling him to bash them in 
the head. 


[Question] As long as we are saying that they are allied with Israel, what if 
Israel came to protect them? 


[Answer] The world would stop Israel at its borders. 


[Question] But this world we are talking about is ever now unable to stop 
Israel at any border! 


{Answer} No, my dear man, the world can stop it. And if the world does not stop 
it, allied as it is with the enemy, Lebanon can ally itself with friendly states. 
There are many friendly states, and Israelis not such a big bogeyman. 


[Question] In this case, there is no friendly state for us except the Soviet 
Union, because the other states, from the United States to the European states, 
are the ones which helped establish Israel. 


[Answer] And why not the Soviet Union? Any man who helps me, I! call him a good 
man. Whoever is good to me is, in my opinion, a benevolent and good man. 
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LEBANON 


ECONOMTC SECTORS REMAIN ACTIVE DESPITE POLITICAL UNCERTAINTY 
Paris AL=MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 23 Aug 80 pp 41-42 


[Article by ‘Abd-al-Karim al-Khalil: ‘From Banking to Industry to Real Estate; 
The Secrets Behind Deals and Investments" ] 


[Excerpts] Political and security factors in Lebanon frustrate economic activity 
which might create outlets for energies and capabilities, and cause people to 
believe that right now the freezer is the natural place for any creative economic 
enterprise or any project which might generate activity. 


There has been a climate of surprise political events, beginning with the resig- 
nation of the Salim al-Huss government on 7 June, followed by the acceptance of 
this resignation on 20 July, followed by a series of surprises relating to the 
proposed formation of a miraculous government of political activists headed by 
Taqi-al-Din al-Sulh, the failure to form this government, and the idea of forming 
a government of 2nd, 3rd or bottom line of political activists. This climate 
gave rise to a pretty gloomy outlook for businessmen. 


The successive security breakdowns which coincided with the political crisis, 
beginning with the assassination of a number of press, political and religious 
personalities in various parts of the country, followed by the detonation of 
cars filled with explosives, underscored the basic difficulties of a system of 
localized security which had appeared to some businessmen to be a hopeful devel- 
opment in some regions. 


However, inspite of this atmosphere which gave rise to uneasy questions about the 
country's fate, most sectors of the Lebanese economy are witnessing a varied 
succession of business transactions and buying and selling activity. At times, 
these transactions attracted attention with regard to their nature, size or 
implication. 


In the banking sector in particular, there was more than one new transaction, 
or old one begun before the crisis became serious, which took its course in 
spite of the gloomy atmosphere. Transactions to increase the capital of banks 
operating in Lebanon by amounts consistent with the guidelines of the Bank of 
Lebanon, in order to improve the ratio between capital and deposits or credits, 
are not easy under current circumstances, especially where capital is to be 
raised to 50 million Lebanese pounds (as in the case of the Mediterranean Bank 
and the Bank of Lebanon and al-Mahiar). 
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The "Francebank" transaction ended with the firm of ‘Adnan and 'Adil al-Qassar 
purchasing 70 percent of the bank's shares, which had been owned by the French 
"Indosuisse" group. This was a relatively old transaction begun before the 
new deterioration in the situation, However, the participation of a group of 
Lebanese and Arab businessmen (in anticipation of some foreign individuals or 
banks) in forming the new group which acquired the above-mentioned shares indi- 
cates that there are many men looking for investment opportunities in the dark- 
est of hours. Why would they do it, when they already enjoy various good posi- 
tions in contracting, trade, industry and real estate? 


While transactions and efforts to establish banking firms and branches abroad 
continue, the admission of new shareholders into existing banks in Lebanon, in 
these dark hours, is somewhat unusual. This development is exemplified by the 
accession to ownership and board membership of Universal Bank by Messrs Raja 
Najjar, Niqula Alban, Farid Shgqayr, and Salim ‘Abd al-Rahim Diyab, and by the 
accession to ownership and board membership of the Byblos Bank by the industri- 
alist Rafiq Ghandur and Muhammad al-Za'tari, president of the Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry of Saida. 


In the industrial sector, the most outstanding transaction taking place may be 
the one referred to by AL=MUSTAQBAL AL-I[QTISADI 5 weeks ago. This is the offer 
by a group of Lebanese and Saudi businessmen to buy 90 percent of the shares of 
the al-Mashriq Glass Company, for the sum of 48 million pounds (more than $14 
million). But the establishment of the Interback Cardboard Carton Plant in 
Saida, with an initial capital of 5 million pounds, in addition to more than 

20 million pounds required to start it up, is no less important in a region 
constantly threatened by Israeli attacks. 


As for the real estate sector, the major transactions in progress, involving 
vast, diversified capital, are those being financed by Kuwaiti capital in par- 
ticular and Gulf capital in general, in more than one region, under outright 
Kuwaiti names or under Lebanese names covering Kuwaiti interests. Some of them 
consist of construction of residential complexes (such as the Dawud al-'Ali Com- 
pany complex in Saida and the complex which Rafiq al-Hariri intends to build in 
Saida). There are also many transactions by expatriates or semi-expatriates, 
individuals or groups, the most recent being the Fardan land transaction in 
Beirut, by Rubay' ‘Ammash and Ahmad Kabbarah, and the Mushrif land transaction 
and project near Damar, by Rafiq Sharaf-al-Din. 


Naturally, we cannot enumerate everything or list all transactions in all 
sectors. 


it is possible to explain this continued and renewed interest in investment 

in all sectors in terms of what we (and foreigners) refer to as the adaptabil- 
ity and vitality of the Lebanese people in general, and the Lebanese businessmen 
in particular. Still, one has to view all these investments, which are attract- 
ing millions of pounds, as evidence of potential profitability in the various 
sectors of the Lebanese economy. 


However, recognizing the investment potential in the various sectors of the 
Lebanese economy does not keep one from wondering about the secrets or 
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common secrets, behind these transactions. Is it confidence in Lebanon's future, 
even in the darkest hours of the crisis which created uneasiness about the fate 
of the country and the future of everything in it? Or is the secret the ease 

of quickly raising money, which might drive its owners into assuming risky 
ventures. 


Such questions might seem strange to businessmen who are unconcerned about 
economics except from the standpoint of what the transaction might bring. 
However, what gives rise to further questions are a number of phenomena which 
accompanied some of these transactions. 


The first phenomenon is that some transactions revealed a sort of withdrawal on 
the part of French capital operating in Lebanon. This withdrawal began in part 
with the reduction of Credit Commercial de France's (the mother company) share 
in Credit Commercial De France-Middle East at the end of 1977, on the grounds 
of increasing the number of shareholders. This was followed by the sale of one- 
third of the New Syria-Lebanon Bank Company, owned by French interests, to 

Mrs Nadiya al-Khuri at the end of 1979. Now we see the Indosuisse group relin- 
quishing 70 percent of its ownership in Francebank. In the industrial sector, 
we see the "Saint (Goyen)" industrial group giving up 40 percent of the shares 
it owned in the al-Mushriq Glass Company, and maintaining a symbolic share not 
exceeding 10 percent. 


The second phenomenon is that the same names were involved in more than one 
transaction, especially in the industrial, banking, and real estate transactions. 


fhe third phenomenon is the volume of money involved. Aside from the ease ot 
quickly raising money, this phenomenon has to be explained in terms of the vital 
fact of firm relations which continue to link Lebanese businessmen with Arab 
businessmen, financiers and rulers, who have vast amounts of money and are 
looking for investment opportunities, which, they feel, are limited in their own 
countries. They are stepping up their search now, because of increasing uneasi- 
ness about stability in their own countries, where they have heard more than one 
threat, and have seen more than one serious incident, against this stability. 


Is all this discussion sufficient to give a reasonable idea about the secrets 
behind the investments in various sectors of the Lebanese economy during hours 
and days of anxiety about the fate of Lebanon? 


Does this discussion answer the question as to whether these investments are an 
indication of continued confidence in Lebanon's future, or does it merely under- 
score the puzzle of these investments? 


The discussion may or may not be adequate. But with all available facts and 
questions raised so far, we will know the answer to our questions sooner or 
later. 
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LEBANON 


BRLEFS 


TWO LEBANESE MURDERED--A state of tension and expectation is prevailing in 
the southern area after Al-Qulay'ah, Marj ‘'Uyun, An-Nabatiyah and (?Arnun), 
had come under heavy artillery fire. Heavy artillery fire has fallen in 
western Al-Biqa', particularly in Al ‘Aliyah and Ra's Al-‘Ayn. In the capital, 
the situation remains relatively calm in the traditional axes. However, 
intermittent sniper fire is being heard between armed positions. Meanwhile, 
in (words indistinct], Al-Biqa', a dispute broke out in the office of Abu 
Ahmad Isma'il, who belongs to FATAH. The dispute resulted in the murder of 
Antoine al-Hashim and a member of the Zaytun family--both of whom belonged 
to the Syrian Social Nationalist Party. [Text] [NC202059 Beirut Voice of 
Lebanon in Arabic 2015 GMT 20 Oct 80 |} 
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MOROCCO 


SAHARA 'RECOVERY' ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATED AT DAKHLA 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 18 Aug 80 pp l, 3 
{Article by Hubert Laverne, AFP special correspondent ] 


{Text} Thursday the Moroccan Government once again indicated its determination 
to keep the Western Sahara by giving special pomp to the celebration of the first 
anniversary of the 'recovery" of the Province of "Wadi Ed-Dahab." 


On 14 August 1979, 9 days after the Algiers agreement by which Mauritania resolved 
to withdraw from the southern part of the Western Sahara, the region's tribal chiefs 
and leading citizens swore allegiance to His Majesty, King Hassan II, in Rabat. 

In the eyes of the Moroccan authorities, this ceremony was supposed to take the 
place of self-determination. 


A year later, a ministerial delegation led by Prime Minister Maati Bouabid, and 
including representatives of the various parties represented in the government, 
went on locating, at Dakhla (formerly Villa Cisneros), while all over Morocco a 
holiday was observed to mark the event. 


A Moroccan Air Force "C-130" plane landed on the airffield that no longer has anything 
in common with the stopover runway of "Aeropostale's" pioneers: a theatrical 
company, the Moroccan Radio-Television Orchestre, and approximately 30 members of 
Mohammedia's Yacht Club who had come to participate in a surfboat regata and a 
fishing competition were present. 


Before the parade that opened the ceremonies, General Dlimi, the head of the king's 
Aides de Camp, in command of the southern zone, and the leading official responsible 
for the "recovery" of Morocco's military position, decorated the commanding officer 
of the Dakhla zone and eight soldiers distinguished for their heroic conduct 

during the battle of Bir Anzarane (in the south of the Western Sahara) which, a 
year ago, stopped the POLISARIO in its attempt to seize Dakhla and all of the 
province. 


The parade of the troops of the three branches of the armed forces was preceded, 
amidst the people's applause, by the passing of the province's leading citizens 
wearing traditional costume. Some carried U.S. rifles distributed to them last 
year by His Majesty King Hassan II at the conclusion of the allegiance ceremony. 
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The prime minister then inaugurated two facilities that symbolize the city's future 
expansion: a secondary school and a water treatment plant, the volume of which 
should be sufficient until the year 2090, 


He also presided over a mechoul (banquet-size roasting of lamb) given for everyone 
under tene of camel skin tents set up in rows at the odge of the city. 


But without a doubt the most extraordinary event of the day was the distribution 
of prizes--a camel for first prize--to the winners of the regata and the fishing 
competition. The ceremony took place at the end of the pier under the eyes of the 
crews of four Spanish and two South Korean trawlers stopped and boarded in the last 
few days. 


(he waters of the Western Sahara are so well stocked with fish that master coxswain 
do not resist the temptation to throw their nets in without permission in Morocco's 
economic zone or right in territorial waters, they pointed out in Dakhla. 


General Dlimi voiced his satisfaction to the AFP concerning the situation in the 
region: "As you see." he said, “there is no problem. The s‘tuation is very calm 
and very sound on the military level. The Malians, Mauritanians, and the other 
African nationals (wno make up the POLISARIO) no longer want to fight for others.” 


As far as the prime minister is concerned, he feels that the situation has also 
improved at the diplomatic level: "Some African countries," he said, “have under- 
stood the situation. For example, Nigeria has remembered that it was supported 
when Biafra wantec to secede. Others have ethnic problems...So, what we need to 

do is continue to explain Morocco's point of view in Atrica and Latin America." 
Regarding an eventual direct settlement of the conflict between Morocco and Algeria, 
that Rabat has always wanted, the honorable Maati Bouabid appears skeptical: 

the internal changes that have taken place in Algeria, he feels, have not changed 
the positions on the Sahara. 


they continue to say in Algiers, according to 


"This matter doesn’t concern us,’ 
the prime minister. 
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MOROCCO 


NEW ROYAL PARDONS ISSUED 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 22 Aug 80 pp l, 2 
[Article: “Acts of Royal Pardon") 


(Text! As ia known, an act of pardon was granted sentenced prisoners or prisoners 
being prosecuted in cases of committing an offense against the public order or 
the state's security. 


Those who benefited from this act of pardon were freed on the occasion of the 
last Young People's Celebration, which coincided with His Majesty, King Hassan [I's 
Slet birthday. 


From an authorized source, we have Learned that, on the occasion of 20 August, the 
royal pardon was extended to the sovereign's subjects living outside the kingdom 
and also sentenced, charged, or wanted by the nation's judicial system. In this 
respect, it is explained by the same source that the royal act of pardon effectively 
applies to people under charges, as explained in the preceding paragraph, in 
particular those whose names follow: 


-~Abderraham Yousfi, 
-~Bensaid Mohamed, called "Chtouki,” 
-~lraki Abdelmajid, 
--Sebata Abdelfattah, 
--Mohamed Lakhsassi, 
-—Benvahia Mohamed, 
--Skire| Rachid, 

Kheir Abmed, called “Mid,” 
-~Sahir Larbi El Figuigui 
--Nasser Omar, called “Ferchi,” 
-~Midaoul Ahmed, 
--Bouderqa M' Barex, 
--M'Hammedi Houssein, called “Khaddar,” 
-~Ramdani Abderrahran El Figuigui, 
--Bouras Molamed Belarbie £1 Figuigui, 
--Amara hamed, called “Saa,” 


— ‘ahir Omar. 
--Jahouani Mohamed, 
-~Kamniil Brahim, 


--Manouzi Brahin, 

~Fatmi Ahmed, 

--Ameviane Mohamed Ould Sellam El Ouaryaghlii, 
-~Laouzi Haddou, and 

--Hilali Mohamed. 
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MOROCCO 


ISTIQLAL PARTY SUPPORTS AL QODS COMMITTEE CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 
Rabat L'OPINION in French 25 Aug 80 p 1 


[Articie: "“Al-Tayif [Conference] Appeal Supported to Firmly Oppose Countries 
that Sustain the Zionist Enemy") 


[Text] The executive committee of the Istiqlal Party met Thursday, 10 Ul.aoual 
1400 (21 August 1980) to discuss the results of the Al Qods committee meetings 
at Casablanca from 16 to 18 August under the chairmanship of his majesty the king. 


The Istiqlal Party feels that the committee achieved positive results with the 
aid of the sustained work and basic energy his majesty the king instilled in the 
committee's working staff. The executive committee voices its total support of 
the decisions made at the conclusion of the Al Qods committee meeting. The 
istiqlal Party supports the basic principles that assert the desire of Arab and 
islamic states to respond to the Israeli challenge and that are committed to 
liberating the Arab city of Al Qods in order to make it the capital of an autonomous 
Palestinian state. The Istiqlal Party feels that this commitment is a national, 
Arab, Islamic, and human obligation demanded of all Arab and Islamic countries 
and allies to support the Palestinian people in their struggle for the exercise 

of their rights to return to their homeland, to achieve self-determination, and to 
establish an independent state in their homeland. 


The Istiqlal Party expresses its support of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's appeal 
for a religious war to liberate Al Jods as resolved and stated by the Al Qods 
committeee,. 


the Istiqlal Party also supports Al-Tayif's appeal to firmly oppose countries that 
support the Zionist enemy. 


The istiqial Party regards it as essential to carry out the resolution to open 
volunteer offices in Islamic countries in order to mobilize citizens. 


fhe Istiqlal Party is happy to record the appeal for the creation of public support 
ssociations like the “Moroccan Association to Support the Palestinian Struggle.” 


t voices its support of all the resolutions taken at the conclusion of the Ail 
jods committee meeting and, in the first place, the one recommending the increase 
of equipment and moral support for the Palestinian Liberation Organization to 
enable it to ster up its armed struggle as well as the one calling on Arab and 
islamic countries to use their strength and potentialities against all countries 
that support the Israeli resolution to annex Al Qods. 





(fhe Letiqlal Party expresses ite support of the resolutions taken by the committee 
on the level of foreign contacts regarding the withdrawal of embassies from 
occupied Al Oods as well as the expulsion of the Workers’ Party of the Socialist 
International, the stopping of Jewish immigration to Palestine, the recognition ot 
the Palestinian Liberation Organization as the sole and legitimate representative 
of the Palestinian people, or the breaking of diplomatic relations with lerael by 
nonelined countries, 


fhe Istiqlal Party expresses its support of the committee's resolution inviting 
all countries to carry out their responsibilities vis-a-vis the challenge made 
by Israel. 


lt expresses the trust extended to the committee and its chairman, His Majesty 
Hassan II and teels that the effort exerted by His Majesty during the last session 
and at the level of the contacts that it is initiating confirm the committee's 
commitment to Liberate Al Oods and it expresses its total confidence that the 
committee will undertake to set these resolutions down in the practical areas 
forming the best counterattack on Israel's challenge to annex Al Qods and make it 
its “eternal” capital. 
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MOROCCO 


FIRST QUARTER ECONOMIC STATISTICS REPORTED 
Casablanca LA VIE ECONOMIQUE in French 12 Aug 80 pp 1, 2 
|Article: "A Satisfactory Balance Sheet for the First Quarter of 1980") 
[Text] A i9=-percent increase in the production of phosphates 
and a 68-percent increase in exported tons; a 52-percent increase 
in exports and a W-percent increase in imports. 
The quarterly survey of the economic situation carried out by the Office of 
Statistics during the second quarter of 1980 permits us to make some interesting 


observations on economic growth during the first quarter. 


The balance sheet we can draw up is very positive and remarkable results have 
been obtained in some sectors. Here are the most noteworthy points: 


Coal production : +667 
Production of electricity : +112 
Phosphate product ion : +197 
Zine production : +4622 
Lead production : +162 
Exports : +527 
Imports : +29. 87 
Price of a ton of exported phosphate: +687 
Price of a ton of exported P2 05 : 463.0% 


Here are the results recorded in various sectors of the economy as they were 
recorded by the Office of Statistics. 


Energy 


The energy sector experienced a favorable growth during the first quarter of 1980. 
Coal and electricity production were better than in the first quarter of the 
preceding vear, with 46 percent and 11 percent more respectively. As for crude 
sil, it recorded an almost 2 percent decrease, in comparison to the same period. 
However, this decrease is not surprising since the rate of increase was very 
extraordinarily vigorous in the year elapsed, largely because of the imports of 
this product resulting from the expansion of the SAMIR [Moroccan-Italian Refining 
Corporation] and the installation of the SCP [Moroccan Petroleum Conpany!. 


6. 





The consumption of petroleum products like gas, gas oil, and fuel oil, experienced 
a clear improvement compared to what it was during the first 3 months of 1979, 
except for gas where a decrease was noted during the same period, 


Mines 


The rise in the prices of raw materials on the world market stimulated our mineral! 
production at the beginning of the year 1980. 


As a result, at the end of March 1980, phosphates had advanced in volume by close 
to 19 percent, lead 16 percent, and zinc 42 percent compared to the same period 
last year. 


On the other hand, the production of iron does not seem to have recovered yet. 

The latter was only 450 tons at the end of the first 3 months of this year, compared 
to 2,600 tons during the first quarter last year. Consequently, the overall index 
of the mining sector is reported at 167 points, compared to 128 last year. 


Industry 


According to the industrialists affected by the economic survey, the trend observed 
for the whole processing industry during the first quarter is rather favorable. 

As a result, when seen through its production index, ‘\e activity of this sector 
continued to experience a recovery during this perio 


the branches that seem to be experiencing sound growth are paper and cardboard, 
leather and leather shoes, chemistry and metals. These results have been occasioned 
by rising demand on the one hand and by the restocking of inventories on the other 
hand. Nevertheless, it should be pointed out that the production of paper and 
cardboard has completely run out and that inventories are depleted. In the case 
of personel prospects for the second quarter, half of the industrialists were 
expecting an increase in production volume. Food products, for which 56 percent 
‘f the industrialists had observed a stabilization during the first quarter compared 
to the fourth quarter last year, would experience an economic upturn since 63 percent 
of them anticipate an increase. Perhaps it is the upcoming month of Ramadan that 
is responsible for this phenomenon, particularly when we know that this month has 
ver ienificant effects on consumption. Because of these statistical data and 

the evolution of the industrial production index over time, the latter would 


tabliize at 197 points compared to 194 a year ago or an increase of 1.5 percent. 
oreign Trade 

in the first quarter of 1980, our trade with foreign countries produced a trade 
leficit of 1,691 million dirhams or thereabouts, compared to 1,563 miliion Di 

it the conclusion of the same period the preceding year. Such a change is the 
result of a very marked increase in our purchases of 29.8 percent and from the 52 
vercent increase in value of our sales that we have already reported. Therefore 
the reserve ratio settled at 59.5 percent, compared to 50.8 percent. 

he weighing down of the expenditures incurred by imports results in particular 
fr the rapid increase in the average prices of an imported ton of refined crude 
5.5 percent), sugar (34.5 percent), and wheat (30.4 percent). 


83 





In the case of exports, for their part they have recovered 52 percent, as a result 
principally in value of raw materials (86.7 percent), semi-manufactured products 
(107.7 percent), food products (6.3 percent), and fuel products (2.5.9 percent). 


Indeed, certain outstanding products like the phosphates, citrus fruits, and 
phosphoric acid and that represent 50.9 percent of all exports have seen their 
average price per ton rise 68 percent, 1.6 percent, and 63.3 percent, compared to 
the same period last year. 


Concerning the second quarter of 1980, imports and exports would continue their 
rising trend, the fluctuations expected at the end of June 1980 are respectively 
24.9 percent and 52.5 percent, in comparison to the same period a year ago. 


Tourism 


At the conclusion of the first 4 months of 1980, the number of arrivals of short- 
term tourists came to 400,000 tourists, compared to 391,000 for the same period 
last year. This outcome could be better without the continued rise in prices 
that is rampant in the world, particularly in the cost of transportation and 
petroleum products. 


The growth by the various means of transportation lets it become apparent that 

air travel progressed. This remaining, in addition, the principal means 
sed was in fact used by 219,000 tourists (an 11.7 percent increase in growth). 
However, the entries of tourists by land and sea registered a loss, 8.8 percent 
and 3.4 percent respectively, compared to the same period last year. 


Public Finance 


Compared to the first 4 months of last year, recurring revenue rose 17 percent to 
reach 4,679 million DH. As for fiscal revenue, representing 95 percent of all 
revenue, it alone registered a fluctuation upwards of 27 percent compared to tie 
same period of 1979. Customs duty and excise taxes are at the bottom of this growth. 


As for recurring expenditures, they registered a 29 percent rise to reach 5,066 
million DH, during the same period. We find the operating and public debt expenses 
intervene in this substantial increase 23.4 percent and 47.9 percent respectively. 


4s a result, fiscal savings produced a deficit of 387 million [KH at the end of 
\pril of this year, instead of a surplus of 83 million DH achieved during the same 
period of 1979. However, beside this seemingly difficult situation, capital 
expenditure declined 22 percent to settle at 1,263 million DH. With regard to 
forecasts, because of the statistics for the month of April, the operating and 
public debt expenses should, at the end of June, register increases of 27 percent 
ind 67.6 percent respectively compared to the sam period last year. Reciprocally 


ipital expenditure decl ned 28 percent. 
Money and Credit 

@ money supply hit 28,264 million DH at the end of March of this year, compared 
to 24,605 million DH a vear earlier, producing as a result a 14.9 percent increase. 
This rise involved paper currency and quasi-money particularly--16.1 percent and 
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30.3 percent respectively. As for financial credit, because of the marked improve- 
ment in demand deposits in depository banks, it rose 9,7 percent, thus representing 
51 percent of the total money and quasi-money supply. Furthermore, while claims 
Against the Treasury and economic appropriations increased 11.9 percent and 17.1 
percent respectively, as for foreign assets, they declined 6.1 percent compared 

to the same period last year, because of the heaviness in value shown for our 
purchases overseas that experienced a dizzy increase of 29.8 percent during the 
first quarter of this year. 


At the end of the second quarter, the aggregate total of money and quasi-money 
supplies was to stabilize at 29,729 million DH, thus recording a 13.4 percent 
rise, compared to 24.5 percent already noted last year. As far as economic 
appropriations and claims against the Treasury are concerned, they were reported 
by 17.5 percent and 16.8 percent respectively with an eye on responding to the 
needs of the economy through the restrictive policy on the inflationary creation 
of money. 


Prices 


Consumer prices slipped in virtually all industrialized countries this year. 
Japan, considered the toughest in the struggle to counter price increases, is 
currently experiencing a 10-percent rate of inflation. In France and the United 
States, the shiit in these prices from January to the end of March abilized at 
arate of 4.2 percent. 


At the national level, the cost of Living index, while continuing to show an 
upward trend, is varving in the direction of our forecasts. It reached 204.1 
points at the conclusion of the first 5 months of this vear, compared to 188.4 
one vear before, thus recording an 8.3 percent increase. 


It is pointed out, furthermore, that if the lowest rates are blamed on the 

“clothing” and “food"groups, with respectively 5.6 percent and 6 percent, the 

“housing' group has seen its index increase 11.3 percent. In addition, while it 

has the highest rate, the index of the "transportation, leisure, miscellaneous” 

zroup has experienced a substantial slowdown, moving from 16.1 percent at the end 
inuary to 14.7 percent at the end of May 1980. 


conclusion of the first 6 months of this year, we should expect an 8.3 
ent increase in the overall index, compared to the same period last year. 





SAUDI ARABIA 


MOTIVES BEHIND TIMING, LOCALE OF MILITARY REVIEW STUDIED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 6 Sep 80 p 18 
[Article by Sulayman Nimr: "Saudi Arms: Diversified Sources and Modern Sites") 


[Text) AMX-30 tanks were passing in front of the area of the military review which 
was held in Tabuk in northern Saudi Arabia last Monday and F-5 aircraft were flying 
overhead when one of the foreign military attaches whispered in the ear of a col- 
league: "Do you think there are political and military ramifications behind hold- 
ing this military review no more than 200 kilometers from the Jordanian front with 
Israel, particularly after the call by Saudi Crown Prince Fahd ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 
al-Sa'ud for a holy war?" 


The other military attache replied to his colleague: ‘I don't think so because it 
is not Saudi Arabia's habit to flex its muscles and make shows of strength. The 
military display now in progress and the review presented by the paratroops and 
the personnel of the special units yesterday were held only because the Saudi 
monarch was inaugurating the military city, King ‘Abd-al-'Aziz Military City in 
Tabuk. This military city is one of those that Saudi Arabia has taken pains to 
establish in various parts of its territorv. There is another military city in 
the southern area of the kingdom and constructionof a military city is currently 
underway in the eastern area. 


‘However, I believe that there are ramifications to picking the time to hold this 
lisplayv, not to mention the number of personnel and equipment which we are now 
seeing, much greater than we have seen in earlier reviews by the Saudi army. This 
leaves me with on impression that the Saudi leadership wants to show the world, and 
israel in part! siar, tha: .t has a military strike force, particularly after the 
call for a holy war by the Saudi crown prince," 


These questions raised by the foreign military attache did not appear odd to the 
military observers who had followed with great interest the two military displays 
in which various military units had participated, in addition to a display of 
equipment and machinery involving troop transports, armored vehicles, M-6 tanks, 
AMX-30 tanks, vehicles carrying TOW and HOT anti-tank missiles, 155 mm artillery, 
anti-aircraft artillery, HAWK missiles and various formations of aircraft including 
Lightening and F-5 fighter and interceotor aircraft and air-refueling aircraft. 

The size of the military displav prompted observers to point out in their reports 
that the Saudi leadership is working to station and reinforce Saudi army forces in 
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the northern part of the kingdom, However, Prince Sultan ibn ‘Abd-al'Aziz 
al-Sa'ud, Saudi minister of defense and aviation, when asked about that, denied it, 
saying: "The kingdom's defense policy is not centered on concentrating its 
defense and forces in a specific part of the kingdom but rather on defending ail 
territory of the kingdom. One requirement of the Saudi defense plan is to create 
military cities in various areas of the kingdom because the tremendous expanse of 
the kingdom requires the establishment of military cities in specific strategic 
areas."' Prince Sultan reaffirmed the arms policy of the kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
based on the principle of multiple sources of arms for its army, saying in this 
regard, “The principle of multiple sources of arms is a policy which the kingdom 
has pursued for a long time resulting in the conclusion of bilateral agreements 
with a number of arms-producing western countries, The kingdom is anxious to 
acquire technology to the extent it can absorb it." 


The Saudi minister of defense and aviation disclosed that Britain had agreed to 
sell arms to ** kingdom and that the British foreign secretary, Lord Carrington, 
had, during his recent visit to Saudi Arabia, expressed his country's willingness 
to cooperate with Saudi Arabia in this area and others. 


AL-MUSTAQBAL asked an official Saudi source about the political and military goals 
of the military reviews which the city of Tabuk on the northern border of Saudi 
Arabia with Jordan had witnessed and he said, "As Prince Sultan ibn ‘Abd-al-'Aziz 
al-Sa'ud, minister of defense and avaiation, explained, all the military accom- 
plishments which the kingdom is pursuing fall within the framework of Saudi 
Arabia's defense plan." 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


FRENCH NAVAL WEAPONS PACKAGE DETAILED 
Beirut AL-'AMAL in Arabic 12 Sep 80 p 1 
[Article: "French Naval Weapons Worth 14 Billion Francs for Saudi Arabia") 


[Text] It was learned yesterday in Riyadh that a contract worth 14 billion French 
francs to supply French naval weapons to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was initialed. 


The signing of this contract between the French and Saudi governments comes in the 
wake of the preliminary decision to entrust the supplying of a large part of the 
ordnance needed to defend its coasts to France. It should be mentioned that this 
decision was reached during the visit of French Defense Minister Yvon Bourges to 
Saudi Arabia last May. 


These sources say that the contract calls for providing naval defense equipment, 
equipment for special forces and electronic equipment through a consortium com- 
vrising state-owned naval arsenals and private companies: Matra, (sinas), and 
Thomson-CSF. The same sources also say that the French group, Thomson-CSF, wil] 
play the role of executive overseer of the delivery of the arms and equipment. 

A spokesman for this company refused, however, to confirm or deny this information. 


In a related concern, Saudi Arabia has agreed to provide the necessary funds to 
the Dassault group to manufacture the twin-jet Mirage 4000, 


[t should be noted that a few months ago Saudi Arabia paid the same company 4 


billion franes to finance the final plans and manufacture of the aircraft. It 
has not been determined how many Mirage 4000 aircraft Saudi Arabia will need and 
it is thought that there wil! be negotiations about this. 


It appears that the important thing at the present time is the production of large 
numbers of this very advanced aircraft which the French government and the Dassault 
yroup did not have the necessary financial capabilities to manufacture. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


POLICE CHIEF DISCUSSES ORGANIZATION, PENAL AFFAIRS 
Riyadh AL-RIYAD in Arabic 15 Sep 80 p 3 


[Interview with General ‘Abd al-Muhsin dbn al-'A'id al-Harithi, Director of Police 
of the Al-OQasim Area, by ‘Abdullah al-'‘Ayarah, date and place of interview not 
given] 


[Text] The security aspect of things receives great attention from the government 
of the kingdom and it always takes pains to provide security and protection for 
citizens and others. Public security is handled through directorates of police 

in all areas of the kingdom which achieve and maintain this security and pursue 
crime wherever it occurs. The directorate of police in al-Qasim is one of these 
directorates which has witnessed a great improvement in the number of personnel and 
equipment and to which the police departments of al-Ras, 'Anizah and Baridah have 
been joined to fall under a single command, During the years 1397, 1398, 1399 

and 1400, the police force has developed and has received modern equipment. 


During a meeting with General 'Abd-al-Muhsin ibn ‘A'id al-Harithi, director of 
police of the al-Qasim area, he talked with AL-RIYAD about the police departments 
and how to enlist in military service. 


[Question] What about the most important police stations? 


[Answer|] The fact is there is a large number of police divisions at the present 
time. The most important are the Baridah division, and the ‘Anizah/al-Ras/al- 
Bukayriyah/al-Mudhnib division. Also, there is a criminal operations division and 
a telecommunications division. The most important section of the latter is the 
operations section, because it has prime responsibility for crime prevention and 
for catching criminals once crimes are committed. It is also responsible for the 
security situation in the area in general. We should not forget that every divi- 
sion, branch or department of the police has a considerable role and importance. 


Question] Given the vast size of the al-Qasim area, is thought being given to 
pening sub-stations in a number of cities of the area?’ 


‘Answer! The fact is that the idea of opening sub-stations in the area has come 

up and is being studied and, God willing, will be made public at the right time. 

Also, when there are sufficient capabilities, a number of branches will be opened 
in the city of Baridah. 
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[Question] When we hear the word prison, we at once think that this is a place 
where you put everyone who violates the law of all classes and ages as well as 
women, There are a number of questions about this. If a person who is not yet 
18 is arrested for violating the law, where is he put? If a non-Saudi who is 
not yet 18 is arrested for violating the law, where is he put? What about girls 
who are under 18? 


[Answer] Prison is the administration of punishment, correction and reform and 

is not what some people think. Most people put there are on equal footing with no 
difference between them, citizen of foreigner. However, the punishments vary to 
fit the offense, Anyone arrested who is not yet 18--whether foreign or Saudi--is 
placed in an observation house. They are interrogated in a calm and psychologi- 
cally relaxing atmosphere as juveniles; they are treated equally because our wise 
government pursues the path of the Islamic Shari'a the basis of which is justice 
and equality. 


Women have a special, independent prison in wings of public prisons and have matrons 
to take care of their affairs within the prison. 


There are various activities in which some prisoners engage in prison, such as car- 
pentry, electrician, foundry work and some other manual work for women and these 
activities are certainly sufficient to rehabilitate a prisoner to follow the 
straight and narrow. 


[Question] When a prisoner gets out after serving his time, is there a followup 
by the security directorate and attempts to help him from reverting to the crooked 
path? 


[Answer] There is certainly a followup on prisoners when they leave prison after 
serving their sentences to find out if they are going straight and to keep them 
away from crime. There is indeed a helping hand given to them to enable them to 
continue honest work and to direct them away from the path of crime and, with 
God's help, to guide them to happiness and wellbeing. 


‘Question] Is there cooperation between the al-Qasim area police and some depart- 
ments that take an interest in the individual, such as the vocational training 
center, vocational preparation and the social care house, that is, after the pri- 
soner gets out of prison? 


‘Answer! There is excellent cooperation between the al-Oasin police and those 
departments with a common relationship. 


‘Quvestion|] Recently a social observation house was opened. What is the connec- 
tion between public security and this house? 


Answer! There is one connection between the observation house and the security 
nachinery, that is, dealing with problems of juveniles who are under 18 vears of 
age who turn to committing some misdemeanors and infractions and turning them 

ward the right path and keeping them from the paths of evil and perversion. 

Wwestion!) It is known, God be praised, that the kingdom has one of the lowest 


crime rates in the world. Do vou know the crime rate in the al-—Oasim area (we 








don't mean the crime of murder but anything violating the law) and what is the 
rate for Saudis compared with foreigners? Are you satisfied with the security 
situation? 


[Answer] I would say that the crime rate in the al-Qasim area is low, God be 
praised, although there are some incidents but not worrisome and most of the 
crimes are by foreigners. 


In fact, L am satisfied with the security situation in the area because all per- 
sonnel do their duty as well as can be expected within their specialities in 
accordance with the security plans. We are working to improve security condi- 
tions. Rather than my satisfaction as an official, I want the public to be satis- 
fied in this regard because the satisfaction of the citizen is more important and 
my satisfaction is based on their satisfaction. We pray to God for success. 


[Question] There are some young people who shy away from military service because 
of what they see as its tough rules. What would you say to them? 


[Answer] I would tell them that the military is not like that; it is easy, educa- 
cation and honorable service which is the duty of everyone. Like some other activi- 
ties, when a young person wants to get involved in it, it appears difficult to him 
but when he joins it, he finds that things are easy. The military, as is known, 

is a transformation in an individual's life from civilian life to the military 

life and this has an impact on his behavior and his treatment while performing 

his duty with any citizen. After an individual experiences it, he will prefer it 
over any other government jobs. I urge our young people to be eager to follow 

the military path in all its various jobs and they will see the great difference 
between the civilian and military lives and the psychological satisfaction. 


[Question] Any last word? 
(Answer| My final word is a request for cooperation between the citizen and the 


security man because cooperation is needed. Both are human beings and both are 
citizens as well. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


COMML (ST PARTY ISSUES ANNIVERSARY STATEMENT 
Beirut AL-NIDA' in /rabic 17 Sep 80 p 9 


‘Article: “The Events of November Are an Eesential Turn in the Struggle of our 
People; the Call tor a Holy War Is a Lie; the Authorities Suppressed the Demon- 
etrations on Jerusalem Day") 


| Text The Communist Party in Saudi Arabia released a statement on the occasion 
of the fifth anniversary of the announcement of ite founding about conditions in 
Saudi Arabia, the Arab world and the world. Here is an extract of the bulk of 
the statement which wae dated last August: 


Workers and peasants, youths, intellectuals, women, men of the tribes, our masses: 


This is the fifth anniversary of the announcement of the founding of the Communist 
Party in Saudi Arabia, the seasoned vanguard of the working class and the rest of 
the downtrodden people in our country. On 31 August 1975, the first constituent 
assembly of the party was held where it drew up the political and organizationa! 
fixed in ite nationalist program, ite internal structure, and elected the leading 
bodies. 


Five years have passed filled with important and grave events from the domestic, 
Arab and international standpoint. They have certainly left their effect and 

had their impact on the activity and struggle of the party and the rest of the 
patriotic and democratic forces in our country. The validity of the party's 
course and political and combative options and directions have been tested with 
regard to many positions and the party has reaffirmed its sincerity and funda- 
mental commitment to ite class, nationalist, pan-Arab and international tasks and 
duties. One the nationalist level, the communist~ have fought relentlessly and 
selflessly at the side of al) patriotic and democ. ‘c forces in exceptionally 
harsh circumstances against the absolute monarchial me supported by inter- 
national imperialiem and its monopolistic companies. defense of the vital 
interests of the working class and the other patriotic segments of the populace, 
thie struggle has made the utmost sacrifices of ite finest members and supporters. 


The noble events of November, which were the product of a set of objective and 
autonomous factors in the economic, social and political reality, represented a 
major event and essential turn in the struggle of the masses and their patriotic 
forces in our country. The superior bravery and heroism demonstrated by the 
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people in confronting the forces of the suppressive authorities, armed to the teeth 
with weapons and supported by American impertaliam, reflected the extent of the 
anger harbored as the result of the injuetice and persecution the people had received 
from the ruling establishment. The regime's only concern ie to fulfill ite narrow, 
egoistic interests, even if this required frittering away the values of independence 
and effective sovereignty over the basic destinies and wealth; in effect, pawning 
iteelf to imperialiam and ite oi! companies, 


The November convulsion underecored the fact that given the depth and evolution of 
the confrontation between the masses on one hand and the ruling regime and ite 
imperialist masters on the other, the authorities will have to continuously forego 
their positions which are invariably hostile to the interests, aspirations and 
ambitions of the homeland and the people. What is needed now is the intensifica- 
tion of the struggle and moving it forward on all levels to tighten the noose 
around the absolutist regime whose crisis has worsened, whose isclation has 
increased, whose social base has narrowed and whose foundations have been under: 
mined. 


In order to accomplish the patriotic and democratic tasks in our country, it wil! 
be necessary to unify the efforts of all patriotic and sincere forces. This must 
be achieved regardless of [their] political, intellectual and ideological! orienta- 
tions, on the common patrivtic battleground against the domination of imperial ism 
and the absolutist regime for the sake of freedom, democracy and honor. The 
objective being to regain nationalist contro] and sovereignty over the potential 
and wealth of the country and to place it at the service of the deve opment, 
progress and prosperity of the country. 


Camp David 


On the Arab level, American imperialism is working hard to extricate Camp David 
from the impasse it has reached because of the stumbling and failure of the 
autonomy negotations thanks to the stanch resistance of the Palestinian people 
under the leadership of the PLO. This struggle remains both within the occupied 
territory and on the Lebanese scene where the men of the resistance and the 
Lebanese nationalist movement have recorded bloody battles of herosim and sacri- 
fice in defense of the Lebanese national destiny and the right of the Palestinian 
resistance to exist, and in defense of the pan-Arab destiny as a whole. In addi- 
tion, the steadfastness of Syria and the confrontation front, bolstered by loyal 
friends in the socialist camp, with the Soviet Union in the forefront, have played 
4 prominent role in standing firm to frustrate the conspiracy. The imperialist- 
Zionist-reactionary attack against all locales of the national liberation movement 
in the Arab area is aimed at liquidating its accomplishments in order to regain 
and sanctify total domination over the potential and wealth of the Arab peoples. 
This policy emerges in various forms and methods, the most important of which are 
the daily Israeli attacks against the south of Lebanon, sometimes openly and some- 
times under the cover of the fascist mini-state of Sa'd Haddad, as well as through 
the European initiative which was raised as a complement to Camp David, not as an 
alternative to it. Arab reaction in general found in this initiative a liferaft 
in a clear attempt to deflate and water down Arab steadfastness by creating iliu- 
sions about Europe's capability to formulate a resolution independent of America 
which would bring the possibility of a comprehensive and just solution of the 
Middle East issue, with the Palestinian issue at ite core. 
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The wor!d has witnessed important developments embodied in the successive victor 
ies and successes of the peoples and the forces of liberation, progress, peace and 
sccialiem, As the result of this, young countries have appeared on the inter- 
national stage, liberated from the eystem of colonial domination, such ae Angola, 
Mozambique and Guinea-Bissau, and a number of reactionary, dictatorial regimes have 
collapsed, as in Afghanistan, lran and Nicaragua, and the positions of revolution 
arty regimes, such ae the PDRY and Ethiopia, have been strengthened, All thie wos 
preceded by the great victory won by the peoples of Indo-China when the peoples of 
Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia ground American arrogance into the duet. On the African 
continent, the policy of discrimination and apartheid is witnessing violent resis- 
tance from the black majority, crowned by Zimbabwe's achievement of independence. 
Many reactionary and dictatorial regimes are candidates for a downfall at the hands 
of their peoples in Latin America, Asia and Africa. The existence of the socialist 
ranks, led by the Soviet Union, play an important and decisive role on the inter- 
national level for strengthening peace and relaxation and warding off the threat 

of war and aggression, for helping peoples in their just etruggle againet imperi- 
aliem and reaction and for their future development and social progress. The 

ideal example of international support which the Soviet Union provided to the 
people and revolution of Afghanistan constitutes a manifestation of this resolute 
basic policy. 


in complete contrast to this, the world imperialist system, whose problems and 
conditions are worsening, is striving to escape its crises by intensifying ite 
aggressive military propensity and beating the drums of war, the most prominent 
signs of which are the implementation of the program to produce the neutron bomb, 
locating medium-range nuclear missiles in Europe, the call to rearm West Germany 
and Japan, the improvement of NATO's military fleets, intensification of the 
policy of regional alliances and the construction and improvement of American 
military bases in several areas of the world. Following the same course is the 
freeze in signing the SALT II agreement and the Pentagon's announcement of a new 
nuclear strategy. Naturally the NATO allies find Peking to be a guaranteed aily 
based on the tendency toward hegemony and domination, linked with super-power 
chauviniem, inherent in the Chinese leadership. This policy which is a threat to 
the peace of the whole world is spurring all forces of peace throughout the world 
to intensify the struggle against imperialism and its aggressive nature. in this 
regard, the communist and labor movement emerges as the prime defender of the future 
and security of peoples. 


Under this framework, the last meeting of the European communist and labor par - 
ties was held in Paris. It is regarded as an event of major importance for Europe 
which has experienced two destructive world wars, since American imperialism is 
striving to spread the climate of the cold war and sabotage the positive principles 
of the Helsinki security and cooperation conference. The unity of all forces 
which oppose international imperialism, reaction and war, and which are strugg! ing 
tor liberation, progress and peace occupies a preeminent place in our contemporary 
era because it is linked to the future of all of mankind. 


Our party, which is entering ite fifth year, is completely confident of the inevi- 
table victory of the cause of the people and the homeland despite all severe 
difficulties because it is a just cause which is in line with the requirements 

of inevitable historic development. 
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in order te contain and humble the forces of Arab steadfastness, iocal reaction 

was set in motion to engage in acte of conapiracy and sabotage. This was demon- 
strated clearly in Syria as the direct confrontation iine againat Camp David, 

All thie was accompanied by strange and extensive American and Evrepean political 
and mi.itary govements in the Gulf and the Peninsula, The American military 
presence ia being strengthened in the indian Ocean, the Arab Sea, the Red Sea and 
the Gulf to be @ permanent presence through naval and air military bases and facili- 
ties in Oman, Saudi Arabia and Bahrein on the OCulf and ite approaches and in Egypt 
and Somalia on the Red Sea, Al!) these agereseive activities are underway with the 
goal of ineuring the complete domination of imperialiem and the continued devouring 
of the best parts of the area and in order to confront the popular movements there 
and also in order to contain the revolutionary regimes in the PDORY and Ethiopia and 
to implement threate and conspiracies against the Iranian revolution. In order to 
continue these aggressive conepiracies and movements, imperialiam and its local 
reactionary allies in the Gulf and Saudi Arabia resorted to raising the slogans 

of the security of the Guif and the security of the Red Sea which were threatened 
by “the Soviet communist threat emanating from Afghanistan.” 


Call for a Holy War 


it hase become clear that the trickery and demagoguery which marked the statements 
of Saudi officials about a holy war to liberate Jerusalem did not fool the Arab 
peoples and were met with scorn and derision. This self-same regime which arrested 
citizens who volunteered to fight beside their Arab and Palestinian brothers in the 
1967 war and whose national guard opened fire on the peaceful marches which took 
place in a number of cities of the eastern area on Jerusalem day should be the 

last to talk about a holy war. The road to a holy war wil! not come through 
statements to show off but by using every means available which are numerous. 

The measure of earnestness in the appeal for a holy war is the use of the oi! 
weapon, the weapon of financial balances and the mobilization of the potential ot 
the people, demonstrating its moral intiatives by releasing public, democratic 
freedoms. The cal! for a holy war requires making a clear distinction between the 
friends’ camp and the enemies’ camp. Facts confirm that American imperialism is 

at the head of the enemies of the Arab nation and its just issues and that the 
Soviet Union is at the forefront of its natural allies and friends. Any cali for 

a holy war that befriends and allies itself with the worst of enemies and displays 
enmity toward the best of friends is a specious and dubious appeal. 


Given the intensification of the savage imperialist-Zionist-reactionary attack 
against the centers of the Arab national liberation movement and the deepening of 
the distinction within the framework of this movement between the levels of regimes, 
political forces and organizations, the al-Sadat regime is no longer just outside 
the centers of this movement but is savagely hostile to it. The policy of the 
enemies of communism and the Soviets and all forces of progress in the area and 
throughout the world is no longer confined to traditional local reaction. 


Our party is confident that despite the difficulties and conspiracies which face 
the national liberation movement, it will be able to continue its progress, and 
to achieve victory when it unifies its forces, capabilities and energies. This 
progress will be achieved when it allies itself with the forces of international 
revolution, led by the Soviet Union and the rest of the socialist ranks. 
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Long live the fifth anniversary of the announcement of the founding of our com 
muniet party, 


May all forces opposed to American imperitaliam and the abolutiat regime in our 
country be etrengthened and coalesce, 


Let us intensify the etruggle to release political detainees and prisoners from 
the jaile of the Saudi establishment. 


Let us intensify the struggle againet American military alliances and bases in the 
Gulf and the Red Sea, 


Long live the struggle of the Arab national liberation movement against imperi- 
aliem, Zioniem and reaction. 


Glory and immortality for the martyre of the intrepid November upheaval. 
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TUNISIA 


PSD DISSOLVES SOME COORDINATING OGOMMITTEES 


Tunie LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 1 Aug 80 p 1 


[Text] The Political Bureau of the PSD [Destourian Socialist Party] held its 
regular meeting Wednesday night under the chairmanship of Mr Mohamed Mzali, secretary 
general of the party and prime minister. 


In the course of that meeting the Political Bureau examined the social situation 
across the country in its various manifestations. It also reviewed the situation 
prevailing within some of the party's coordinating committees. 


In preparation for the forthcoming convention of these committees, keeping in mind 
the atwosphere prevailing in those organizations, and concerned with insuring that 
these meetings proceed smoothly, the Political Bureau decided to dissolve coordi- 
nating committees in the City of Tunis, Bizerte, Gafsa and Gabes, and to replace 
them with provisional committees, whose functions wil! be limited to preparing for 
the elections. For that purpose, these provisional committees will have to organize 
these elections so that they may take place freely, in a democratic and serene 
atmosphere. Provisional committee members will not |» allowed to become candidates 
in the forthcoming elections. 





The provisional committees will be made up as follows: 





--City of Tunis: 


Belhassen Cherif, coordinator; 
Youssef Ayari, member; 

Mosbah Belarbi, member 
Mohamed Guiza, member, and 
Salah Berzouga, member. 


-~-Bizerte: 


Ammar Ben Aouicha, coordinator; 
Habib Tliba, member; 

Larbi Mallakh, member, and 
Amor Bejaoui, member. 
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e=Gafaa! 


Houcine Bouyahi, coordinator; 
Ferid Dhaout, member; 

Mohamed Ben Amor, member, and 
Najet Ktari, member, 


-=Gabea! 


Mohamed Kerrou, coordinator; 

Houcine Azaiez, member; 

Houcine Touhamt, member ; 

Bechir Ben Mahmoud Blidaoui, member, and 
Mohamed Nafti Balmi, member. 


The Political Bureau also decided to dissolve the Ez-Zahra Destourian cell, to 
suspend Habib Fathallah, Abdelhamid Touati and Chedli Quetat from any party activity 
and to have them appear before the PSD's disciplinary commission. 
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